„e 


wr, 2 3 5 ** 


„ 4 


2 AT THE 1 
1 Oxomartion of the 4 þ 
| Mr, Stephen Parker, Mr. 12 ; 3 


{| WF” - el and Mr. 70 eph SORE + 
8 \ Thorn le 


22 © Honourable” Sore r ddr - Propagatit | 
5 cee Knowledge at Zdinvurghy LM 
carry the Goſpel 5 the Morgins N. 


| the: 5 ers: of . "New e 5 3 
11 \ IEA 5. 5 Paſtor 70 4 Churel 93 | 


RISE in Boſton. 5-74 "x 2 EN . 


Fi N r «To Which ate PESTS e 8 
ccount of the Honourable Socizrr at of "ne 
; wich: an Abſtract of the Ordi- 5 
. er by the 2 Won 


N 
. 

8 
hey 

Fr 3 


Bas Bas VS ag ant 6 
x 1 


df Rae given by ine Wen; * 5 1 
Mr. P x1 „„ N N22 = | 


1 8. * of Me and F ſhall give Thee the; Tesche 
22 Parts" of 91 Earth for thy 


2 


83 


— 


bro \ FIX 


R. Fleming. and. Ro. vs N= 
8 9 ky 5 | 2 


p * * 
” , foe 
” P hd 
+ * — A* 4 
, | ; 
. - L 
* = 
- 
* 
— I. & © „ „„ At 


** 
4 
4 


- _ 
: = we. ws Mo J 2 F 
— POP: » * SH = = 6 
* = 5 2 
218 =" l 4 4 
—_ * 7 pu 0 OE 3" > 5 — . 4 
. «aL ** 5 : I 
= 


* oy 


& 


».. 


- \% 
. 
= 
" 
. 
- 
_ 
* 
* 
. 
= 
. 
- 
. 
A”_ 
- 
. 
” 
_— 
= 
4” 
3” 


; 0 od « _ p — 7 
rr 


2294 


. 


Reer 


of 


0 PST Vs Horious over the "OWErS. "5 
— 2 the —.— 2 His 2 Go me : "0 g 


PREAGHED © 1 
In bono, December 12. 1733. 33 
e AT THE 


lo pinaTion Of the Reverend 4 
Mr. St 1 2 P arker, Mr. Ebenezer 24 
Auel and Mr. 7oſeph Seccombe, = 

Corn BYTE Es bs | 


COMMISSIONERS to: che F. 4 
Honourable Socix ty for Propagating 
2 Knowledge at Z Ai nburgh; 0 | 
carry the Goſpel to the Aboriginal ue” wget Þ 
_ tives. on the Borders of New E land. . 


r 


— 
a 4 _ 3, - * "1 a 
we 3 . Ca | 
1 fa Eee II Pore noo 2 ee neg ta 
" — = EX -- 22 . Þ— 4 % \ — K = - 


2 FS 4 
— 


ST in Boſton. 
* —= — 2 23 T . SF Dn th to 
k DT %E * : 


- To which a te annexed * _ 


A brief Account of the Honourable 800 IRT T and of 
the preſent Million, with an Abſtract of the Ord-. 
nation Prayers, and the Charge given by the . _ 
yerend Dr. COL MAN. i 

A e of Fellowſhip given * the Reverend, | 


Mr. Pai NCE. 
. — 3 7 W mY, 
Bs u. 8. "Ik of 775 a [ ſhall give Thee the. Fosrbeg Thin £ 
We aud the urtermaſt Part. of the Earth for rhy Poſſeſſior. I 


IL ITE . D. "Paſtor is che 


ef . 
— — 


— 


gen PT. and Edinburgh Reprinted by R. Fleming, "and. ſold. We 
A 71 his * 8 in ſy. Talent Coty es 


8 Q 2 


o ds. F . - 

_ A SY * 4 , . "of * 1 
> r e 41 WW * dr #1 2 he TIS 
of * 5 ok *% © 25 ” : ; 6 — * * 5 : : 4 * ” * 1 85 2 * i rl © 9 a” 4% %* = > bf ” > — * l 
_—_— ay 8 4 N 45 * wo * "2 * s 4 £0 * 0 1 4 * — = 0 * 4 P q a 1 »« » \ l * _ 

l - *** 3 * * * wy as « * 3 2 % **} * I *. » ww, ELAESD N 
a ” Go TC: + , o # on 4 3 * — TH 4 » Yo ID 3 3 » x y "4 . = . p 4 N 1 
; * 83 "Os Me Gs | 8 x Þ _— »d +4 A =; | 8 , 
4 2 - A * ++ x ” * 4 * Y - a ">>. % © Y Irs) a= 
% * p W i 4 * wat 
© | Fl þ . * a 1 


188 


- 


<— Aa 4 


—S< th — 


TO THE. 


READER. 


T is with great Thankfulneſs to our gracious 
GOD, that the Socixvrr in Scotland for propa- 
gating of Chriſtian Knowledge, refleft upon the 
remarkable Sueceſt, with which it has pleaſed 
him to bleſs their Enqdeavours for advanceng the 
Knowledge of His SON for many Tears bygone 5 
but it gives them a moſt ſenſible Joy, when as their 
General Meeting of this Day, they had laid before 
them the following SERMON, with ſeveral orher 
Papers, from their Correſpondents 22 New England, 
giving an Account of the hopeful Beginnings of the 
- Preaching of the Goſpel to the Heathens in rhe - 
Neighbourhood of that Colony, by Miſſionaries ſent 
forth upon their Funds; and to ſee ( as they do from 
theſe Papers) the great Zeal and Forwardneſt of the 
Reverend Paſtors, and other worthy Gentlemen 22 
Boſton and the adjacent Country, to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavonrs te carry en that Excellent Work, not- 
withſtanding of all the Difficulties that attend it. 
And here they obſerve with a particular Pleaſure the 
diſtinguiſh'd Zeal, which his Excellency JonA TRAX 
Bzricutr, Eh; Governour of New England, ſhews for 
the promoting of this Good Work, in his Letter 10 
| them, dated at Boſton the 8th of February 1733-4, in 
. ebich he expreſſes his great Concern for encouraging 
our Miſſionaries, ana in a moſt pious Strain ad, + 

YE : 


iv To the READER: = 


bis firm Confidence in GOD of their Succeſs, not- 
withſtanding preſent Diffenlties in that Work, He 
informs us alſo, that be has procured from the Go- 
gernment there, ſome additional yearly Allowance ta 
each Miſſionary, above what is allow'd by us. 


THEY thought it their Duty to communicate 
their Joy with their Countrymen, Wellwsſhers to their 
Deſign, particularly the Contributers to their Funds, 
by orderiug the following Sermon, and ether ſolemn 
Services perſorm'd at the Ordination of their Miſſion- 
ari-s, 1 be Reprinted here, that they may join with 
them in praiſing GOD for His Goodneſs, in giving 
ſuch Encouragement to hope, that in our Time He is 
about to gi ve more fully than formerly, unto our Bleſs 
ſed Regeemer, the Heathen for his Inheritance, and 
the uttermoſt Ends of the Earth for a Poſſeſſion ;3 and 
in honouring our Country to be the Inſtruments, in 
ſome Meaſure, of the Accompliſhment of ſo glorious & 
Promiſe. And they cannos but hope, that all who 
wi ſ well to the Honour of our LORD, and the En- 
largement of His Kingdom, will, upon this Occaſion, 
be excited to peur out fervent Prayers to GOD, that 
he may emzntntly bleſs this Good Work, and carry it 
on from theſe Beginnings to higher Degrees, till it 
be crown'd with the moſt extenſive Succeſs, and that 
they will contribute their beſt Endeavours to the A+ 
compliſument of ſo good an End, | 


IT would have made the following Account tos 
bulky, o have added thereto the Letters of his Er- 
cellency, the Governour of New England, written to 
the Society, and the ſeveral other Papers tranſmit-_ 
ted from our Correſpondents. in that Country. May 
therefore the Publication of thir Preſents contribute 
to the Ends propoſed, rhe Sati gaction of the Reader, 
and the Increaſe of the Zeal of all Ranks among us, 
for the advancing this Excellent Work, ' * 


By Order of the Society in Scotland, 
for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
, ledge, at their Hall in Edinburgh, 


* 
* 


4th April 1734. 
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Honourable and Reverend the 
F 0K * 


gating CHRISTIAN KNOW- 
LEDGE at Edinburgh. 


8090 


Maſt Honourable and Reverend, 


OUR Correſpondent Mem- 
bers in New England, by 
the Bleffing of GOD on their 
Endeavours, according to the 
Truſt repoſed in them, hav- 
ing ſeen the Solemn Ordina - 
trim of' Tour Three Miſſion . 
ais to ihe Natives on our. 
Border, approved and at- 
tended joyfully by the 
a ey | Churches of CHRIST here 5 
were pleaſed to order the Sermon preached, 
| Wit 
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with the Charge given, and the Fellowſhip of the 
Churches teitified on that Occafion, to be wn and 
that the Whole ſhould be humbly dedicated to YOU 


in their Name. 


In Obedien-e therefore to the Command of Hit Ex- 
cellency our GOVERNOUR, and of the Gentlemen 
your Commiſſioners here, we have the Honour to pre- 
ſent the following Sheets to Tour Honourable Board; 
believing, that notwithſtanding all the Defefs which 
Perſons of your Learning will eafily ſee in them, yet 
they will fiad a candid Acceptance with You: And 
that the Knowledge of this Beginning of your Miſſion 
will excite, as the Thankſzzvzngs of Many to GOD, 
and their Prayers for the Progreſs of it under the 
Smiles of his Providence and Grace, ſo likewiſe the 
Charitable Contributions of Some for the more effec» 
Qual Support of it in Times to come. * 


You have made us too much Parties in the glorious 
Deſign of your Incorporation, for Us to allow Our 
Selves to go into the Prazſes due to it, which muſt needs 
be in all the Churches of CHRIST, ſo long as the true 
Intention of the pious Donors is faithfully purſued, as 
we are confident it always will be by You, in the Pro- 
Pagation of the Principles of the Chriſtian Proteſtant 
Religion in Places that moſt need the Knowledge 
thereof, and among People that are indeed periſhing. 
for want of it. Not to keep ſtrictly to theſe Rules 
were to proſtitute a very Sacred Truſt and Confidence 
repoſed in You, and to forfeit the Bleſſing of a Righ- 


teous Providence. f 


We thank GOD who has ſo far crown'd your ſin- 
cere Labour of Love with Succeſt in Your own- Iſer 
and High lands: And tho' Clouds and Darkneſs do 
very much-incompaſs your preſent Excellent Attempt 
here in our Borders, by reaſon of the Prejudices of Po- 
pery ſown in the Minds of the Salvages by the Feſuzrs 
—_ Friars who ſojourn among them; yet there is 
nothing too hard for GOD: Or if He deny 7 * 

5 | r 9. 


DEDICATION. vii 
fir'd Succeſs we truſt He will ſay, © Yor did 1well thas 
it was in your Heart; and our Brethren here who 
are Companions with your Mi gſionaries at Home in 


the Kingdom and Patience of JESUS CHRIST, 


will with them be precious in the Eyes of the 
LORD. 


Our Daye are happily fallen in thoſe Timet where- 
of the DIVINE SPIRIT ſpake to the Prophet Da- 
niet, when many ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge 
ſhall be zncreaſed. The BLESSED AND ONLY 
POTENTATE in theſe His Times is performing 
this by the Nævigation of Great Bretain, and other 
Kingdoms of Europe. For how eafily and ſwiftly is 
the Knowledge of the True GON, and of the Only 
SAVIOUR, communicated hereby from one End of 
the Earth to the other? And O that the Maritime 

Proteſtans Powers would more bring their Glory and 
Honour into the Adminiſtration of this Service! not 
only by granting their Letters Patents in Favour of it 
to the Rich and Pious in their Dominions that are 
well diſpoſed toward it, but alſo by Opening of Their 
Own 4 for its Support! As David ſet his 
Affection to the Houſe of his GOD, and gave of His 
own proper Good, of Silver and Gold. 


We are ſure that Empires and States, Provinces 
and Cities cannot better conſecrate a Part of their 
Riches unto CHRIST. And the Premzſe of the 
GREAT GOD which lands fo near the Propheſy 
before mentioned from the Book of Danzel, is well 
worthy of the ambitiousRegards of the many Noble and 
Mighty of this World; and ſhould inſpire Them as 
well as the Poor Miniſters and Misſionarzes in the 
Kingdom of our LORD JESUS: © Axp Tazy 
THAT BY WisEk SHALL. 8HINE As THE FIRMAMENT, 
AND THEY THAT TURN MANY TO RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AS THE STARS FOR EVER AND EVER. This gracious 
Promiſe is not ſa much ta be underſtood (as a worthy 
Divine has lang ſince eblerved, in his , 
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his Theory of the Earth to the late Excellent Qgeen 
Maxy ) of the Illumination © and Converfion of nge 
« Souls, as of Nation and People; the turning the 
« WORLD to Righteouſneſs. They that lead on 
© that happy Work ſhall be diſtinguiſhed in Glory 
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« from the reſt of Mankind. 


This is the proper Work of SOCIETIES and Com- 
binations of Men, under the Countenance of Cłkriſtian 
PRINCES: And may the Hluſtrious Horſe” of our 
KING bear away a glorious Part of the Recompences 
in the Day of CHRIST), that ſhall be to the Sorierzes 
of his Subjefs, who are by Hit Authority ſpreading 
the Knowledge of the Way of Salvation to the, Ends 
of the Earth. | enn 


We need not ask your continued Prayers fot Vs 
while we, are miniſtring under You, and much tefs. a 
Remembrance at the Throne of Grace for Your Mi gi 
047tes who are returned to their reſpective Poſts '6f 
Service ; Nor ſhall we ceaſe to pray for, the Honourable 
Society, that the ſpecial Direction of GOD may ever 
attend their Counſ:ls, and His Bleſſing always. crows 
their faithful Endeavours with great Succeſs. ' TR 
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In the Name of His Excellen ex 
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and Your other Commiſſioners here, 


— 


3 Tour Obedient Humble Servant, 
Bosrox, N. E. . Sr re 
Fan. I. 1733. ̃ b 
Benjamin Colman: 


Joſeph Serwall. 
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CHRIST Victorious 
Over the Powers of Darkneſs, 

By the Light of His preached Goſpel. 


RYRRRRKR KYLA KK RK KR KR KR N- E. 
AC = S XXVI. 16,—19. 


But viſe and ſtand upon thy feet; for I bave appeared unto thee for 
this purpoſe, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs both of thoſe 
things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which I will 
appear unto thee ; | 

Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
now I ſend thee, 

To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgive- 
neſs of fins, and inheritance among them which are ſanctiſted by 

1 that is in me. 
bereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not diſobedient unto the beaven- 
ly viſion, | 


N this Chapter Paul declares before 
. King Agrippa and others, his extra- 
ordinary Converſion and Call to the 
Apoſtolic Office. When he ſer out 
on his Journey towards Damaſcus. 
it was breathing our threatnings and 
laughter, againſt che Diſciples of 
the Lox p; but behold, the tri- 
umph of Almighty Power andSove - 
reign Grace ! In rhe way, our exal- 
ted Saviovk ſhin'd down upon 
him with a Light above the brightneſs of the Sun ; and when 
he was fallen to the Earth, ſaid to him, Saul, Saul, why per- 
| B ſecateſt 


2 CHRIST's Viftory 


ſecuteſt thou me? So near is the relatiog betweenCnxrsr 
the Head, and the Members of His myſti&al. Body, that what 
is done to them, he takes as done to himſelf. 1 Cor. xii. 12. 
As the body is one and hath many members, and all the members of 
that one body, being many, are one body : fo alſo is Cbriſt. Mat. 
xxV. 40. And now, trembling, he ſays, Who art thou Lord? 
He knew not that IE s u s was the promiſed Meſſiah, till he 
thus revealed himſelf to him. And how wondertal is it that 
this Appearance ſhould be, not only to Convert him, but 
alſo to Call him to be an Apoſtle, thathe might Convert many 
others! Divine Goodneſs overcame his Evil, and where Sin 


did abound, Grace ſuper-abounded. | 
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I ſhall here take notice of ſeveral things as they lie in 
the Text. 1. He was Call'd to be a Miniſter ; and this he had 
in common with others that preach the Goſpel; however he 
was alſo call'd to be a Witneſs of the Reſurrection of JEsVv8 
CrnnrtisT, whom he had now ſeen; and received exttaordi- 
nary Gifts whereby he might confirm his Teſtimony. 2. We 
have a Promiſe of deliverance from the People, &c. ver. 17. By 
the People, underftand the Fews, who were many of them 
filled with rage againſt him upon his turning Chriſtian. GOD 
protected him under innumerable Dangers while he had Work 
for him to do, and then gave him the crown of Martyrdom ; 
Faith and patience and Jha 1 to ſuffer for the Name of; 
JESUS, 2 Tim. iv. 6, Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory informs us that 
he was beheaded under Nero. 3. We have the great Errand - 
upon which he was ſent, ver. 18. Ts open their Eyes, &c. Paul 
was in 4 peculiar manner the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who 
were under Heathen-ignorance, and ſo under the power of Sa- 
tan.---He is ſent to turn them from darkneſs, &c. that is, as anIn- 
ſtrument in the hand of CHRIST, whoſe Work this is. 4. We 
have the gracious Deſign of our LORD in this Work, and the 
End which crowns1t : That they may receive forgiveneſs, &c. 5. 

We have his obedient ſubmiſſion to this divine Call, ver. 19. 
Our LORD ſpake to his Heart, and made him willing in the 
day of his power. He tells us, Gal. i. 15, 16. When it pleaſed 
God to reveal his Son in me, that 1 might preach him amon 
the heathen; lmmediately [ conferred not with fieſb and look 
He look'd above himſelf, to him that call'd him, and without 

delay fet about the Work; and When he had preach'd the 
Goſpel, as is ſuppos'd, above twenty years, he could ſay, ver. 
2. context Haring obtained belp of Ged, I continue to this day. 


From the Words, and as related to the Context, we may 
oblerve the following Dod tines. 


LOcT. 


ever the Powers of Darkneſs. 3 


'DOCT. I. Owr 1. ORD JESUS CHRIST calls and fendi forth 
; the Minifers of the Goſpel. 


Ver. 16.---To make thee a Minifter---ver. 117, Unto uon I 
ſend thee. Indeed this Call was immediate, neither of Men, 
nor by Men ; but by a glorious Appearance of CHRIST. and 
his Voice from Heaven ; however, he continues to ſpeak to 
his People in his Word, and to declare his will : and therefore 

ho? Men may be the Inſtruments, yet when the Rules of the 
oſpel of CHRIST are obſerv'd, the Call of Miniſters is from 
him. This Divine Perſon, Gop-Man-Mediator, is the glori- 
ous Head of bis Church, whoſe Prerogative it is ro appoint 
the Laws and Ordinances of his Houſe, and Officers thar are 
to act under him in his viſible Kingdom on Earth. Accord- 
ingly, after his Reſurreftion, He ſaid to his Diſciples, 4 
Power is given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations,baptizing them in the name of the Fat her, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them to 05ſerve all things what- 
ſoever I have commanded you, Mat. xxviii. 18,---20. And when 
our LORD aſcended on high, he received Gifts for Men, and 
he gave ſome Apoſtles : and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers Eph. 
iv. 14. Now, that theſe ordinary Officers laſt mentioned, were 
appointed to ſucceed the Apoſtles in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
is evident from the great deſign of this Gift and Inftitution, 
It follows, ver. 12, 13. For the perfecting of the ſaints, for the 
work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt ; Till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of Chrift. Upon which Mr. Burkitt obſerves, ''the Apoſtle 
* declares how long the Work of the Miniſtry appointed by 
©« CHRiST for his Church's edification and advantage, was to 
« 'continge ; namely, to the End of the World,till all come, &c.” 
And this is further evident from the directions given in GOD's 
Word, reſpecting the Qualification of ſuch Miniſters, and their 
Separation to this Work. 1 Tim. iii. 2, — 11. Tit. 1.5. — 9. 
And whereas they ſtand in abſolute need of the Preſence of 
CHRIST with them, His moſt gracious Promiſe given whea 
He commiſſion'd his Diſciples to teach in his Name, was not 
reſtrain'd to them, and the Age wherein they liv'd ; but ex- 
tended to Goſpel Miniſters to the End of the World. Mat. 
xxviii. 20 -. Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the 
World. And inaſmuch as the Great GOD our SAVIOUR makes 
Overſeers or Biſhops, and effetually calls his choſen People, 
by bis Spirit, Act. xx. 28. Tit. iii. 5, 6. He promis'd that the 
HOLY GHOST, who is alfo a Divine perſon, ſhould be ſent 
from the Father in vertue of his Intercethon, and that fo ab de 
with bis People for ever, Joh. xiv. 16, 17. Upon the whole, we 
may conclude, that our LORD JESUS CHRIST continueth to 
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DOCT. II. O LORD JESUS CHRIST ſends His Mini ſte ri 
to open the eyes of Sinners; ta turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto GOD. | 


Rob. I, The Children of Men are ſince the Fall in darkneſs, 
and under the power of Satan, 


GOD created Man at the fict in his own Image, 2 
him the perfect undetſtanding of his Law, and power to keep 
it; ſet him at the head of the viſible Cteation, giving him 
the dominion over it, and requiring him to collect the tribute 
of Praiſe which was his due from the inferiour Creatures, and 
pay it to him + But alas! Man being in honour abode not. 
Adam, who ſtood as a publick Perſon in the firſt Covenant, 
ſinn'd, and we in im. Rom. v. 12. By one man {in entred 
into the world, and death by ſin; and ſo death bath paſſed upon all 
men, for that all bave ſinned, Thus both fin and miſery en- 
tred into this World, and Satan having prevail'd in his temp- 
tation, obtain'd a dreadful power. --- We have the deſcription 
of the apoſtate Children of Adam, Rom iii. 9. They are all 
under fin. ver. 10. There is none righteous, no not one. ver. 16: 
De ſtruction and miſery are in their ways, 


1. They are in Darkneſs. 


Darkneſs, in the proper acceptation ef the word, fignifieth 
tbe privation of light, when the Sun which rules the Day is 
withdrawn from us: Ard in a metaphorical and borrow'd 
ſenſe, in which the Scriptures often uſe it, darkneſs ſignifies 
both moral and penal Evil, fin and the miſery conſequent 
upon it. Accordingly, when the Son of GOD we ſaves from 
bath, was manifeſt in fleſh, and aroſe as the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, to make and rule the Goſpel day; it is ſaid that the 
day ſpring from on higb viſited bis people, te give light to them 
that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, Luk. i. 78, 9. 
And ſuch as are made an holy nation and peculiar people to 
GOD, are faid to be called out of darkneſs into bis marvelons 
liebt, 1 Pet ii. 9. It's true of all that are Converted, and 
in an eminent manner verified in ſuch as are turned from 
heathen ignorance. More particularly, 


(1.) The Children of Men have their Hearts blinded, and ſo 
are alienated from the life of God. Eph. iv. 18. Having the un- 
ſtanding darkned, being alienated from the life of God, through 
the 1gnorance that is in them, becauſe 7 the blindneſs of their 
heart. Indeed Men have ſome kind of knowledge of GOD, 
and of his Law which was at firt written on the Heart, 
enong 1 tn leave even the Heathen without excuſe, that when 
thy knew Jod, they glorified bim not as God. But alas ! ibis 


over the Powers of Darkneſs. 


Star-light can't dire& them how they may return to the LORD 

fo as to find favour with him ; nor yet how they may atight 

de his will. The Heather fell into the vileſt Idolatries. Their 
foolifh beart was darkned . and they changed the glory of the un- 
corruptible God, into an image made like to corruptible man, and. 

to birds, &c. Rom. i. 21, 23. Wherefore GOD alſo gave them 
up to wncleanneſs, through the lufts of their own | 94 to 
diſhonour their on bodies between themſelves ; and unto vile 
affections, ver. 24, 26. They were not only abominable in their 
way of Worſhip ; but alſo full of all wnrighteouſneſs in their 
behaviour towards Men. Pſal. Ixxiv. 20, --- The dark places of 
the Earth are full of the babitations of cruelty. Yea, ſuch is the 
darkneſs of Men's minds, that when the light of the Goſpel 
ſhines upon them, oy need to have their Underſtandings o- 
pened that they may ſee and know the truth. Their Reaſon is 

ſo deprav'd by Sin, and they are ſo fill'd with Prejudice againſt | 
the Goſpel, that they will nor receive the ſaving Truths thereof, | 
unleſs it pleaſe GOD by His Spirit to heal their Souls, 
and reſtore ſpiritual fight unto them. 1 Cor. ii. 14. But the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : for they 
are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can be know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned. Yea, ſuch is the enmiry of the carnal Mind 
againſt GOD and his Law, that when Sinners are left to them» 
ſelves, they rebel againſt the cleareſt Light. Thus it was when | 
the Son of GOD. came as the light of the World, to declare | 
his Father, and reveal his Will. Joh. iii. 19. This is the con- 
demnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved dark- 
neſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds were evil, 
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(2.) The Children of Men are brought into a miſerable condition by 
Sin, and upon this account may be ſaid ts be in darkneſs. Calamity is 
ficly ſer forth by this ſimilitude, and is an infeparable compani- 
on of ſin, Lam. iii. 2. He bath brought me into darkxeſs, but not into 
light, No ſooner were our firſt Parents fallen from God, but an 
horror of darkneſs ſeiz'd on them; afraid, they fled from the pre- 
ſence of that God in whole favour had been their Life;rhis lower 
World fell under a dreadful Curſe, and hath been à dark place to 
their Pofterity ever ſince. Man that is born of a woman, is of few 
days, and full of trouble, Jobxiv.1.HeisſubjeQ to great diſquietments 
of Mind, and horror of Conſcience ; to Sickneſs, Pain, Bereave- 
ments; and in a word, to innumerableEvils Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, till his Eyes are clos'd in darkneſs, and he deſcend to rhe 
Grave of which Fob elegantly ſpeaks, Chap. x. 22. A land of dark- 
neſs, as darkneſs it ſelf,and of the ſhadow of death, without any order, 
and where the light is as darkneſs, But alas! all this is but the be- 
ginning of ſorrows which mult never end. 


(3.) The Children of Men are in darkneſs 1 the) lie expos'd te 
the eternal Torment of Hell. And there is reſerved for 2 * 
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1 CHRIST Viffory j ; 
Blackneſs of darkneſs ſor por, juce 13.The wages of Sin is death, Rom. 
vi. 23. Not only temporal, but ſpiritual and eternal Death. Mat. 
xxv.46.Theſe Py: go away into everlaſting puniſhment. The infinite- 
Iy gloriousGOD is offended, and therefore ns temporary ſuffe ring 
the damned can make full ſatisfaction, they muſt 
ying the vaſt debt they owe to GOD's A fo ſaffer the 
everlaſting Deſtruction of Body and Soul in that place ot Tor- 
ments, where no beam of light ever ſhines ; for there will be 
a vaſt gulph fi xd between them and the bl:/5ful preſence of GOD 
the Father of lights, and they muſt be caſt out into outer darkneſs, 


Here, peor creatures, they might comfort themſelves a little 


with ſparks of their own kindling ; but there, they lie down in ſor- 
roco; yea, fink forever in the bottomleſs Pit without the leaſt 

le am of hope. Pſal. xlix 19, He ſball go to the generation of bis 
2 thers, they ſball never ſee light. 


2. The Children of Men are under the power of Satan, 


He is the ruler of the darkneſs of this World, and hath ob- 
tain'd a dreadful power over Men by drawing them into fin. 
This old Serpent beguiled Eve, and then made uſe of her as 
a fit Inſtrument to tempt Adam to Eat the forbidden fruit: 
Thus did the Devil prevail, and led our firft Parents and 
their rebellious Race captive. Eph. ii. 2. Wherein in time ba 
ye walked --- according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
ſpirit that now worketh in the children of diſobedience. The word 
of GOD ſpeaks of the Apeſtate Angels as united under one 
Head, the Prince of Devils, and fo forming a Kingdom of 
Darkneſs, in oppefition to JESUS CHRIST, and his Kingdom 
on Farth, Luke Xi. 18, 19. Col. i. 13. Accordingly, GOD's 
People are ſaid to wreſtle againſt the rulers o the darkneſs of 
this World, Eph. vi. 12. And alas! Satan finds an eaſy ac- 
ceſs to ſuch as are under the guilt and dominion of Sin, and 


works in their Hearts. An excellent Divine, I obſerves, © He 
could not come to Eve, and work in her, he could not put 


a thought in her undiſcernibly, for that had been his beſt 
way ; but now, we being Sinners, he can, eſpecially thoſe 
that are his own, work in them undiſcernibly *. There's a 
powerful energy of Satan in many Sins committed by Men. 
Act. v. 3 --- Why bath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghoſt? I do not ſay, that the Devil can force Men to Sin; 
but then, taking the advantage of the darkneſs and corrop- 
tion of their hearts, he is powerful to deceive, and incline 


them to it, when their rightful LORD whom they. have vo- 


lantarily forſaken, in his righteous Judgments permits him: 
And theſe wretched Creatures, can't in their own ftrength, 
overcome his temptations ; but are led captive by bim at his 


1 Dr. T. Goodwin, 
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over the Powers of Darkneſs. "7 


will : They bear his Image, and his Lufts they will do. The 
carnal Objects which this evil One hath to allure them, 
worldly Pleaſures, Riches, and Honours, are exactly ſuited to 
their worldly - Luſts, the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eye, and pride of life; and he knows how to ſet theſe before 
them in the moſt advantagious light; and ſpiritual Objects are 
far above out of their ſight, Thus doth he as a ſtrong Man 
armed keep the Souls of Sinners; yea, he hurries them a- 
long in the way which leads to Hell, his own place. And 
as to the Heathen World, the Devil bebaves himſelf as the 
God of it, obtaining Worſhip from them in theit vile Idola- 
tries, 1 Cor. x. 20. The things which the Gentiles ſacrifice, they 
* to devils, and net to God, How dreadful is the power 
of Satan as it is repreſented in the Book of the Revelation, 
both in Rebe pagan and antichriftian ! And if we look into 
that part of the World which is call'd Reform'd, we ſhall find 
that he hath in an amazing manner prevail'd, as a Spirit of 
Error, to ſow damnable Hereſies and doQrines of Devils, to 
the obſcuring ef the light of the Goſpel; and as a 
Spirit of Uncleanneſs, to entice Men to thole abomina- 
ble Immoralities which are condemned by the light of Na- 
ture, But bleſſed be GOD, there's light ariſing to us un- 
der this Darkneſs ! To us a Child is born -- who is the 
mighty GOD, and in whom is fulfill'd that Promiſe, The 
Seed of the Woman ſball bruiſe the Serpent's Head. Heb. ii. 14. 
Foraſmuch then as the Children are partakers of fleſp and blood, be 
alſe himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame ; that through death he 
might deſtroy bim that bad the power of death, that is the devil. 
And this divine Perſon is pleas'd in his adorable Wiſdom and 
Grace, to make his Miniſters whom he ſends forth in his Name, 
Inſtruments in his Hand of pulling down the ſtrong holds of 
Satan, and of ſetting up his Kingdom in the hearts of Men. 


PROP. II. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST ſends forth the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, to open the Eyes of Sinners; to turn 
them from darkyeſs to Light, and from the power of Satan 
unto GOD, | | 


Bat, who is ſufficient for theſe things? Are they able, of 
themlelves ro open the eyes of the ſpiritually blind, and ro 
caſt down Satan from his Throne of Darkneſs ? No ſurely. 
But an anſwer is ready, Le have this treaſure in earthen 
veſſels, that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of ut, 
2 Cor. iv. J. They muſt preach the pute Truths and Do&rines 
of the Goſpel, and ſo hold forth before Men the light cf the 
lo rious Goſpel : And withal give themſelves to Prayer, that 
GOD would ſesd down His Holy Spirit to accompany their 
Endeaveurs with Men, and that as a Spirit of Wiſdom, that 
the eyes of their Undecſtandings being enlightea'd, they — 


— * - "4 
AR 4a. 4 A 
i. Mo. — 


3 
* 


err. nay — 


— 
, 4 —_— 
2 05 — #4; hs. x = — _ 4 
—̃ —ꝛæ um — ern _ A 
— . * —— — — 


2 


— äẽ—(ꝓZß K: — 


4 


— -- —— — CT — * 


——P— 2 — > 


* 6 py 


V2 


CHRIST V Vigor) 
hnew what is the exceeding greatneſs of his potwer towards them 
that believe, Eph. i. 18, 19. Our SAVIOUR ſays to his Diſci- 
ples, Mat. v. 14. Te are the light of the World ; and requires 
them to take care that their Light ſhine before Men. They 
muſt hold forth the Word of Life, not only in their Doctrine, but 
in an holy ＋ Converſation: And in à word, uſe all 
proper means that thoſe to whom they are ſent, may behold 
the truth and beauty of pure Religion. And thus are they to 
be workers together with God, 2 Cor. vi. 1. And though the 
work it ſelf is truly Divine, (it is the Work of the 
HOPY SPIRIT —— to enlighten and change the Hearr, 
and turn Sinners from the power of Satan to GOD,) pet is 
our glorious LORD pleaſed to put honour upon his Minifters 
in uling them as Inſtruments in his Hand, in this wonderful 
Work. And thus hath GOD choſen the weak things of the 
World to confound the things which are mighty, that no 
fleſh ſhould glory in his Preſence, but that he that glo- 
rieth ſhould glory in the LORD. Who is of God made 
unte us Wiſdom, 1 Cor. . 27, 31. And then, in this way our 
LORD pours contempt upon Satan, that haughty Spirit, while 
he is made like Lightning to fall to the Earth, and his power 
is broken by weak Men. GOD ordains firength out of the 
mouth of babes, to ſtill the enemy and the avenger. Pſal. viii. 2. And, in 
this way he alſo manifeſts his condeſcending Goodneſs to the 
Children of Men, while He ſends ſuch to publiſh the Goſpel 
to them, as are formed out of the Clay, and whoſe terror 
need not make them afraid. 


DOCT. III. The gracious deſign of our LORD JESUS in this 
diſpenſation of the Goſpel, is, that Men may receive Fergive- 
meſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among them which are ſanc- 
tified, by Faith that is in Him. 


I might have connected this with the foregoing part of the 
verſe ; but as that is mention'd as the work the Apoſtle was 
ſent upon, and this is here brought in as the happy fruit of it 
reſpeGing thoſe whoſe Eyes ſhould be oper'd ;,, I ſhall conſi- 
der it diftinaly. In the Goſpel is publiſh'd the glad Tidings 
of Pardon, and a rich Inheritance to be given to all them who 
receive Chriſt by Faith; and all to whem the Goſpel comes 
in power, and in the Hely Ghoſt obtain theſe great Benefits. 


1. Our Tad Jeſns ſends his Miniſters ro open the Eyes 
of Men -. That they may receive Forgiveneſs of ſins by Faith 
«hich is in Him, . 


Forvicereſs of ſin conſiſts in the removal of the evilt of 
fin from eff the Sinner, whereby he is deliver'd from the Con- 


demning Senterice of the Law, and his Obligation to u * 
| Cur 


over the Powers of Darkneſs, 9 
Cutſe of it. And this is done by a graeious A& of GOD our So 
vereign Lord and Lawgiver. He alone hath Power to forgive 
Sins. And He diſpenſeth this free Git: of Pardon by means o 
his Goſpel, publiſhed to Sinners, wherein the Righteouſneſs of 
God is reveal'd from Faith to Faith. Here we bave the glori- 
ous diſcovery of the way in which we may obtain the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, even thro' the Blood of JESUS CHRIST, on whom 
GOD hath laid the Iniquities of his People, and who hath gi - 
ven full Satisfaction by the Sacrifice of Himſelf. Here we are 
aflur'd, that, as He was delivered for our Offences, ſo he 
roſe again for our Juſtification ; and that GOD hath exalted 
Him with his own right Hand to be a Prince, and a Saviour, 
for to give Repentance to Iſrael and Forgiveneſs of Sins. Here 
we are taught how we may obtain this great Bleſſing which 
CHRIST hath purchaſed ; that GOD hath ſet him forth to be 
4 Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to deolave bis Righteouſ- 
neſs 2 the remiſſien of Sins, Rom. iii. 25. And that it is of Faith, 
that it might be by Grace, Chap. iv. 16. Now, this Faith 
is a Grace of the SPIRIT, whereby we believe the Record GOD 
hath given of bis Son, and firmly aſſent unto it, upon the Autho- 
rity of his Teſtomony who can't lie; and accordinely accept veceive 
and 2 upon CHRIST alone for Pardon and Fuſtification befers 
GOD *. In him GOD is reconciling the World to himſelf, 
not imputing their Iniquiries, but“ imputing the Obedience 
« and Satisfaction of CHRIST, unto all them that be- 
lieve, whether Jews or Gentiles, And when the Eyes of Sin- 
ners are open'd, and wy, are renewed in the Spirit of their 
mind, they behold the LORD JESUS as the Lamb of GOD 
which taketh away the Sin of the World, and are nnited to 
him by a true and living Faith; and fo there is no Condemnatis 
on to them, being in Chriſt Feſus, Rom. viii. 1. And thus, 
though reſpecting them whofe Sins are pardon'd, this great 
en is free; yet is it fo deſpens'd, that GOD's Juſtice 
and Grace are glorified rogether, Rom. iii. 26. —— That be 
might be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of bim which believeth in Fe- 


ſus. 


©. Our LORD JESUS CHRIST ſends his Miniſters to oben 
the Eyes of Sinners, that they may receive an Inheritance a- 
mong them that are ſanttified by Faith that is in Him, 


GOD's People are enlightned and converted, not only in 
erder to their obtaining the Remiſſion of Sins by Faith in 
CHRIST; but alſo that they may receive. a rich Inheritance 
in Heaven. The word here uſed + ſignifies a Part or Portion, 
@ Lot; an Inheritance. The Inheritances of the Jews were 


divided by Lot, Numb. xxxiv. 13.” And thus the Diſpoſal of 
* See the Confeſſion of Faith: I KA. 
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this Inheritance is of the LORD J. GOD's People were pre. 
deſtinated to it according to the eternal Purpoſe of GOD, Eph. 
i. 11. In whom (that is, CHRIST, ) we have obtain'd an inberi- 
tance, being predeftinated according to the purpeſe of him who 
worketh all things according to counſel of his own will. And 
they obtain a ſure Title to it by Faith in JESUS CHRIST 
the only begotten Son of GOD, and Heir of all things, 
Job. i. 12. As many as received him, to them gave he power 
to become the ſons of GOD, even to them that believe in bis 
Name. And if Children then Heirs; Heirs with GOD, and 
Joint heirs with CHRIST, Rem. viii. 179, And thus the A- 
peſtle declares to the Galatians, that GOD gave the Inheri- 
tance to Abrabam by promiſe; that they were the Children 
of GOD by Faith in CHRIST JESUS; and if Chriſt's, then A- 
brabam's Seed, and Heirs according to the promiſe,Chap. iii. 18, 26, 
29. The Inheritance here mention'd, of which the believing 


Gentiles as well as Fews were heirs, maſt be the heavenly Inhe- 


ritance, of which Canaan was a type. Heb. xi. 16. They deſire 


a betiey . that is, an Heavenly. This glorious Inheritance 


is reveal'd and offer'd in the Goſpel ; and true Believers, who 
are enlightned by the Spirit and Word of GOD, receive JE- 
SUS CHRIST by faith, and fo are entitled to this purchaſed 
Poſſ:flion. Bur then, they can't enter upon it, till they are 
made meet to be partakers of it ; and here alſo the exerciſe of 
faith is of excellent uſe. Ir is an Inheritance among them that 
are Sanctified: It is an Inheritance in the high and holy 
Place, into which nothing enters that defiles. The pure in 
Heart ſhall ſee and enjoy GOD: But without Holineſs none 
ſhall have this beatific Viſion. Heb. xii. 14. It is call'd, 
The Inheritance of the ſaints in light, Col. i. 13. An Inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled, 1 Pet. i. 4. They that are bleſſed 
in heavenly Places in CHRIST, were choſen in Him, before 
the foundation of the World, that they ſhould be bely, and qwith- 
out blame before him in love, Eph. i. 3, 4. The End and Means 
are connected in GOD's. Decree, 2. Theſ. ii. 13. God 


. bath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, thro' ſanctißcation 


of the Spivit, and wo of the truth, Accordingly, that Faith, 
whereby GOD's People are united to, and intereſted, in JE- 
SUS CHRIST, is an active Principle of new obedience. 
GOD purifieth the Hearts of his People by it, Acts, xv. 9. 
It works by Love, which is the tulfilling of the Law. A- 
Kaif, Faith is the Evidence of things not ſeen ; and while the Be- 
iever beholds the riches of Glory in this Inheritance. he is 
infl> m'd with holy defires after it, and preſſeth toward the 
mark for the prize of the high Calling of GOD in CHRIST 


JESU. While he embraceth the Promiſes of it, he confeſſeth 


himſelf a ſtranger on Earth, and endeayours to have his Con- 


1 See Henry in oc. ; 
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over the Powers of Darkneſs. II 
verſation in Heaven. In the aſſurance and joy of Faith he 
receiveth ſome firſt fruits of the Heavenly Canaan, Ina word, 
he is kept by the pocuer of God through faith unto Salvation, 
1 Pet. i. 5. Which is therefore ſaid to be the End of bis 
faith, ver. 9. | | | 


DOCT. IV. Our LORD JESUS CHRIST «il! be with His 
inifters, and gave them all that help and deliverance which 
are needful for them, 5 


Ver. 17. Delivering thee, &c. ver. 22. Having therefore obtained 
help, &c. What meer Man ever paſs'd through more difficult 
Duties or ſharper Trials than the Apoſtle Paul? He was 
in Deaths often, and yet the LORD deliver'd him. See 2 Cor. xi. 
Yea, when the meſſenger of Satan buffeted him, our gracious 
LORD heard his Cry, and ſaid unto him, My Grace is ſuff- 
cient for thee, Upon which he triumphs in CHRIST, and 
ſays, Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the pocver of Chriſt may veſt upon me. Therefore I take 
pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, 
in diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake : for when I am weak, then am I 
ſtrong, 2 Cor. xii. 7, -»- 10. So that in him we haye a moſt 
encouraging Example to confirm the truth before us ; and, 
bleſſed be GOD, in many others. CHRIST is GOD-Man- 
Mediator, and in him, as a Mediatorial Head, hath it pleaſed 
the Father that all fulneſs ſhould dwell, Col i. 18, 19. God 
giveth not the Spirit by meaſure to him, Joh. iii. 34. And he 
hath receiv'd this great Gift to beſtow on his Chureh and 
People according to their ſeveral wants and neceſſities. And 
in a particular manner doth he fend his Spirit to furniſh his 
Miniſters with Gifts and Graces, and ſtrengthen them to their 
Work. Accerdingly he commanded his Diſciples to tarry at 
Feruſalem until they were endued with power from on bigh, by +» 
the promiſe of } is Father ſent upon them. Luke xxiv. 49. Which 
was the Promile of the HOLY GHOST, which they reeeiv'd 
in an extraordinary manner after CHRIST's Aſcenſion, Ad. 
ii. 2, -- 4. iv. 33. to qualify them to carry the Goſpel to the 
Heathen, And by the ſame Spirit doth our LORD continue 
to communicate ſpiritual Abilities, Gifts and Graces to them 
whom He ſends to preach the Goſpel. Joh. xiv, 16, 17. Eph, 
iv. J. He ſtrengthens them with all might by his Spirit, and 
thus upholds them with the Right-hand of his Righteouſneſs, 
And then, as CHRIST rules in the kingdom of 3 and 
Providence as well as of Grace, He ſets bounds to the urath 
of Satan and wicked Mer; ſo that, while he hath Work for 
them to do, neither Earth nor Hell ſhall hinder ir. And thus, 
obtaining Help from the Head of the Church, they continue 
and perſevere, till they finiſh their Courſe, and the Miniſtry 
Which they have received om Him. 

5 = a DOCT . 
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Dor. v. Ow LORD IR us inclineth and enablerh His 
Miniſters to obey his Sovereign Will, when call d to the moſt 
difficult Services. | 


Ver. 19. I was not diſobedient —— He that appear'd to him 
wrought effectually in him both to will and to do according 
to his own 125 pleaſure ; ſo that be was willing, a Volun- 
tier in CHRIST's Service, in this Day of his Power. Many 
Obje ions inſupetable to fleſh and blood might be rais'd. 
AB. xXii. 19. Lord, they know that I am impriſon d And, as to 
the Gentiles, how conld he perſwade them who were in grols 
Ignorance, and wholly given to Idolatry ? How ceuld he 
Prevail with them to turn from their Idols, to renounce the 
prejudices of Education, forſake their beloved Luſts, and this 
World ? and all this in obedience to One that ſuffer'd as the 
vileſt Malefactor, to outward appearance forſaken by GOD 
and Man; and who requires his Diſciples to deny themſelves, 
take up their Croſs and follow him. 1 Cor. i. 23. We. yreach' 
Chrift crucified, unto the Fews a ſtumbling block, and unto» the 
Greeks fool ſyneſt. Tis true, here's the power of GOD, and 
the wiſdom of GOD, but in a myftery ; and who can open 
the eyes of the blind that they may behold it? But the A- 

oſtle conferred not with fleſb and blood, Gal. i. 16. No, he 
Jodlked"above himſelf, and in the ſtrength of the LORD, who 
call'd him, went about a Work above the power of Angels. 
A like Inſtance we have in the Prophet Iſaiah. When he 
ſaw the Glory of the LORD, he cried out, Wo is me, for 
I am undone, becauſe I am a man of unclean lips --- But when 
touch'd with a living Coal taken trom the Altar; when the 
vertue of CHRIST's Sacrifice, who is a Lamb flain from the 
foundativn of the World, was apply'd to him, and he was 
purified by the HOLY GHOST as with Fire, then he was 
ready to anſver GOD's Call, Here am I, ſend me. Chap. vis . 
Thus the Prophet Ezekiel, tho* ſent to a rebellious People, yet 
when the Spirit lift him up, he went in bitterneſs indeed ; but 
the Hand of the Lord was firong upon him, Chap. iii; 14« Thus 
when JESUS call'd Peter and Andrew to ans them Fiſhers 
of Men, they ftraightway left their nets, and follow'd bim, Mat. 
iv. 18, -- 20. His Divine Power accompany'd the outward 
Call ; they feel it, and inſtantly obey. And thus our Glori- 
ous LORD makes his Miniſters to reſemble Him according to 
their meaſure, who being called of GOD to the moſt difficult 
Wor c of all, yet ſaid, The Lord God opened mine ear, and I 
was net rebellious, neither turned away back, Iſai, I. 5, 
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Ur$'E: I. Ave We Children of Men in Darkneſs, —— 
How deplor able is their Condition How doth it Command our 
Pity and Prayers ; | 


What can be more dreadfol, than to be held in thefs 
Chains of Darkneſs, of Ignorance and Infidelity, of Enmity 
againſt GOD and his Law; and fo to be kept in bondage to 


Satan, who is leading ſuch blindfold to that Everlaſting Fire 


which is prepar'd for him and his Angels, where is the moſt 
intenſe heat without light O worſe than Egyptian Darkneſs l 
the Plague which follows our Apoſtacy from Him who is 
Light, and in whom is no Darkneſs at all. What Miſeries 
and. Woes are comprehended in that deſcription of the Ephe- 
ſian Gentiles before they enjoyed the light of the Goſpel ? 
Chap- ii. 12. At that time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens 
from the common wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the covenants of 


promiſe, having no hope, and witheut God in the world. Let this 
then move our Compaſſion, to confider how great a part of 


the World is at this Day fitting in Darkneſs, and in the ſha- 


dow of Death; and let us earneſtly beſeech the LORD to 


ſend forth his Light and Truth, and give the knowledge of 
Salvation ro ſuch as are periſhing for lack of Viſion. And 
alſo, that GOD would have mercy on them which believe not, 
whom the God of this World hath blinded, leſt the light of 
the glorious Goſpel of CHRIST, is the Image of GOD, 
ſhould ſhine unto them: For if our Goſpel be bid, it is hid ts 
them that are loſt, 2 Cor. iv. 2, 4. ö 


USE II. Learn the Honour and Duty of Goſpel- Mini ſters. 


Of all Men, Minifters had need to be very humble, leſt they 


fall into the condemnation of the Devil. However, they ought 
to magnify their office, by entertaining high and honourable 
thoughts of ir, and by taking care 75 to behave themſelves, 


that - others may eſteem them for their Works ſake. How 
reat is this Honour, to be ſent by the King of Glory co the 
ons of Men, and that upon an Affair the moſt important, to. 


trear with them abont the great Concerns of their Souls and 
Eternal] State, 2 Cor. v. 20. Now then we are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us : we pray you in Chriſt's 


ſtead, be ye reconciled to Gd. And how ſtrongly may we herce- 
alſo infer the Duty of ſuch Miniſters? Certainly, they are 


under indiſpenſible Obligations to oun Him who is the Xing 


Inſtructions contained in 
nes XI * ' 


r 


Kings, as their Sovereign LORD, by keeping cloſe to His 
ne Word, teaching Men to obſetve 
ommanded, and never Pre- 
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ſuming to Teach for DoGrines the Commandments of Men. 
They muſt not preach themſelves, but CHRIST JESUS the 
LORD. They may not lord it over GOD's Heritage; but 
muſt go before others as Enſamples of dutifal Obedience te 
Him who is the Lord of all. They mM always remem- 
ber that CHRIST's Kingdom is not of this World, and not 
inordinately ſeek worldly Riches, Honours and Pleaſures , 
but rather approve themſelves as the Miniſters of God, in much 
' patience, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings 2 Cor. vi. 
4, 5- ina word, they ſhould endeavour in their whole Be- 
haviour, to ſhew forth the vittues and praiſes of him thar 
hath called them. 


USE III. How precious is the Goſpel Revelation and 
Miniſtry ! | | | 


” In the Goſpel we have the Ryvelation of the Myſtery of 
our Redemption by JESUS CHRIST, GOD manifeſt in 
Fleſh : Weare taught how we may obtaia deliverance from 
the power of Sin and Satan; the only way in which we may 
receive the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among 
them that are Sanctified. Let us then account GOD's Word 
more to be defired than Gold, and the Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge therein contained as the principal thing; Let us take 
it as a light to our Feet, to direct us in the path of Life. 
Let us ſay, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
Goſpel of Peace? and not deſpiſe the Goſpel-Miniſtry, becauſe 
we have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels. Let us with 
moſt humble Thankfulnęg Accept the unſearchable Riches of 
CHRIST, which they offer us in his Name, and account all 
things but lols for the excellency of the knowledge of him. 
Let us not look upon the Goſpel as a burthenſome, Charge; 
but prize it as a rich Bleſſing, and cheerfully do our part to- 
wards the Support of it. Buy the truth, and ſell # not, Prov. xxiii. 
23. © Spare no Pains or Coſt to ger it, and do not forſake it 
FI! for any Worldly Advantages” f. Surely they can't be loſers 
! who have the Infinite GOD for their exceeding great Re- 
ward, and the riches of Glory laid up in Heaven as their Por» 
tion for ever. | 


1 | 
| USE IV. Learn the glorious Power, and tender Pit _ 
| LORD JESUS CHRIST. * er Atty of our 


The greatneſs of his Power appears, in that He Commiſſions 
whom he will to Preach the Goſpel to them who ſit in dark- 
+ ö neſs; in that, when the State of the Church call'd for it, 
107 He in the moſt exaordinary Manner form'd Inſtruments for 


] Poole, 


this great Work, and gave them Succeſs above our thoughr 
and conception. Here, we may alſo behold his tender Com- 


paſſion to the Apoſtate Children of Adam. GOD the SON, who 


is the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, hath taken our Nature 
into perſonal Union. The Word was made Fleſh John i. 14. And 
thus hath GOD purchas'd the Church with his own Blood, 
And now, from his Exalted State, he beholds the Children 


of Men, and pitiesthem under their Sin and Milery ; yea, is 


moſt ready, conſiſtent with GOD's eternal Counſels, to ſue- 
cour and ſave them. This his Divine Pewer- and Mercy ap- 


pear'd moſt Glorious in the primitive Times of Chriſtianity ; 
they ſtill continue to appear, and will again ſhine forth with 
the brighteſt Luftre, when the Fews ſhall be call'd, and the 


receiving of them ſhall be as Life from the Dead to the 
Gentile Churches, Rom. xi- 15,--:25- How amiable then doth 
our LORD JESUS appear in theſe Perfections? How great 


is His Goodneſs; How. great is His Beauty? And how inex- . 


cuſable ſhall we be if we deſpiſe him, and neglect his great 
Salvation ? ; 


USE V. When CHRIST's Miniſters are proſper'd, and their 
Labours crown'd with the deſired Succeſs ; the Glory muſt be 
given to our LORD JESUS CHRIST. | 


Their Abilities for the right diſcharge of their Miniſtry are 
from him. 1 Cor. xv. 10. I laboured more abundantly than they 
all: yet not I, but the Grace of God which was with me. And 


it is He that commands the Bleſſing on their Labours, other 


wiſe they muſt labour in vain. The Apoſtle Paul therefore 
aſcri bes all ro Him. 1 Cor. iii. 5. Who then is Paul, and who is 
Appollos, but Min iſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave 


to every man? ver. 7. So then, neither is be that planteth any) 


thing, neither he that qwatereth ; but God that giveth the increaſe. 
And thus the Seventy Diſciples whom our SAVIQUR ſent 


forth, returned ſaying, Lord, Even the Devils are ſubject o 


us through thy Name! Luke x. 17. Let Goſpel-Miniſters 
then be ready 10 ſay, Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us,. but 
unto thy Name give Glory; for indeed, His is the Power and 
the Wiſdom and the Strength. The weapons of their War- 
fare are mighty through GOD. 


USE VI. Learn a great Duty incumbent on God's Covenant 
People ; which is, to uſe their beſt endeavours that the Light 


of the Geſpel may ſhine to them who are iu Darkneſs, and 


under the power of Satan. 


The great deſign and nſe of the Goſpel make this evident: 
By the Diſpenlation of the Word, Men are delivered from 


the power of Darkneſs, and tranſlated into the Kingdom of 
GOD's 
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God's dear Son; and ſo made meet to be partakers of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in light. Certainly then, GOD's 
People mutt not fail ro publiſh the'Gofpel to others as they 
have Opportunity, that theſe may unite with them in giving 
Glory to GOD in the Higheſt, and fo come to enjoy Peace on 
Earth, the beſt Proſperity, under the happy Government of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Churches are compar'd to 
Golden Cardleſticks, Rev. i. 12. And they muſt accordingly 
bold up this Light, that it may ſhine to others, To them are 
committed the Oracles of GOD, as a ſacred Depoſitum and 
Treaſure ; and, as they muſt keep them, and tranſmit them to 
their Poſterity; ſo they muſt further improve this rich Talent 
to the honour of their LORD, and the good of Men, leaſt 
they fall under the doom of the ſlothful Servant, who hid | 
his Lord's Talent, The two great Commands of the Law | 
unite to ſtrengthen their Obligation to this Duty; for, ſo far | 
as the Goſpel prevails, GOD is made known, and Glory given | 
to Him as the chief Good and higheſt End of Man; and pre- | 
cious Souls, more worth than a World, are 'deliver'd and 
ſaved. Jam. v. 20. Let bim know, that be which ronverteth the | 
nner frem the error of bis way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and | 
25 hide a multitude of ſins. Again, What Indignation, what x 
| 
{ 


eal ſhould it work in us, when we behold Satan, that curſed 
Uſurper, lording it over ſo great a part of the World? while 
the faithful Subjects of CHRIST are comparatively few, a 
little Flock; and how earneft ſhould we be that theſe de- 
luded Wretches, of one Blood with us, and no worſe by Nature 
than we, may have their Eyes Open'd to behold our rightful 
LORD, and their Hearts inclin'd to bow before Him? And 
conſidering the Word of GOD affareth us, that in the multitude 
of People. is the King's honour f, certainly, all fuch as would ap- 
prove themſelves loyal to CHRIST, muſt be ſenſible they are 

ound in duty and gratitude to feek the Enlargement of his 
Kingdom; and act accordingly. | 


Give me leave then humbly to recommend to you this 
pious Charity, which hath ſuch a direct tendency ro promote 
the Glory of GOD, and beſt Intereſts of Men. Blefled be 
GOD fer what hath been done this way more privately, and 
by our worſhipping Aſſemblies in their Collections. I wiſh 
that excellent Propoſal might be generally accepted, viz. The 
having publick Collections for pious and charitable Uſes on our An- 
niterſar) Ea ſis and Thankſgivings, In this way we might honour 
GOD with our Subſtance, and give our helping Hand to- 
wards propagating Chriſtian Knowledge among our own People, 
and the Aboriginal Nat ves: And certainly the generous Com- 
paſſion expreſs d towatds this poor People by the Honourable 
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SOCIETIES in South and North Britais, ſhould provoke us to 
an holy Emulation ; eſpecially, conſidering GOD hath given 
us the Poſſeſſion of this gonad Land which their Anceftors 
ence inhabited ; and that this was the profeſſed Intention of 
our pious Progenitors, the firſt Planters of this Country +. 


And here, while I hambly thank our honoured Fathers in 
the Civil Government, for the liberal Encouragement they 
have been pleaſed to give towards this Miſhon which is the 
Occaſion of our Aſſembling in GOD's Name this Day; L 
would with ſuitable deference propoſe it to their Conſideration, 
what may further be done by this Peeple to ſpread the Goſ- 
pel, particularly among the Indians, which is but to build on 
the noble Foundation others have .laid for us. And whereas 
Complaints have often been made, that the immoderate love 
and uſe of Strong Drink threaten to drown that unhappy Peo- 
ple in Perdition, and to defeat the great and good Deſign pro- 
pos d in ſending the Goſpel to them; I would humbly move 
that all further needful Care may be taken to prevent ſo great 
a Miſchief. And inaſmuch as our Compaſhonate REDEEMER, 
while on Earth, made Men feel the Effects of his bountitul 
Love in their Bodies, and ſo prepar'd the way for their re- 
ceiving his heavenly Doctrines, to the Salvation of their 
Souls; let us imitate this Divine Pattern, and make theſe poor 
Creatures know by things they are ſenſible of, that it is their 
Intereſt to be attach'd to us. O let there be ſuch a fair and 
friendly Commerce carried on with them, as ſhall adorn the 
Doctrine of GOD our SAVIOUR, and in ſome good mea» 
ſure exemplify the perfe& Rules of our holy Religion! Q 
that they may behold our good Works, and glorify GOD in 
this day of Viſitation! LORD, our Eyes are unto Thee, the 
GOD of Salvation, to whom belong the iſſues from Death; 
Glorify thy Name, glorify thy Son, by turning theſe miſe- 
rable People from Darkneſs to Light, and from the power 


of Satan te GOD, 


+ This appears in the ROYAL CHARTER granted to 
the Inhabitants of this Province, by their Majeſties King 
WILLIAM and Queen MART, of glorious Memory 

| « Fs as their good Life and orderly Converſation 

may win the Indians, Natives of the Country, to the Knows 
ledge and Obedience of the true 0D and SAVIOUR of Mane 
kind, and the Chriſtian Faith, which His Royal Majeft) Our 
Royal Grand father King CHARLES the bir ft, in His ſaid 
Letters Patents declar'd was His Royal Intentions, and the 
Adventurers free Profeſſion to be his principal End of the ſaid 

Plantation. : 2 . 
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USE vll. What hath been ſaid may afford Dise gien and 
as are call'd to preach the Goſpel in 


Encourapement to 
” the dark Places of the Earth, 


It is profitable for Inſtruction and Encouragement to all 
Goſpel Miniſters, who need both for the right diſcharge of 
their holy Calling, which muſt be attended with great Diffi- 


culties in this Evil World, where the Devil hath ſuch power, 


by reaſon of our Sin, that he can't be overcome and caſt out 


but by the Divine Peer. And in an eſpecial manner, the 


Text and Doctrines may be improv'd to theſe Ends, by ſuch 
as are ſent to teach GOD's Word in Places that have been 
for time immiemorial cover'd with thick Darkneſs, be ng 
deftiture of the outward Revelation of the Goſpel. The 
Direttion it gives to ſuch is, that they look abeve themſelves 
to our glorious | ORD, who hath all power, and that they 

forth with an humble and beheving Dependence on Him, 
to whom the FATHER hath given the Heathen tor his In- 
heritance, and who is able to aſſert his Right, and fubdue 
them to the Obedience of Faith. Indeed they muſt heedfully 
obſerve the working of his Providence, and what Intimations 
He gives them of his Will by his Word and Spirit ; whe- 
ther He qualifieth them for, and ca ils them to engage in ſuch 
a difficult Work; and when they find good — to believe 
that they have the Call of GOD, ther ſhould dutifully an- 
ſwer, Here we are, ſend us. The muſt go in Obedience to 
their eons LORD, and with a ſingle Eye at His Glory 
4s their chief and higheſt End; they muſt go, ſenſible that 
tinleſs He go before them, and condeſcend to work with and 
by them, they ſhall labeur in vain ; and then they ſhould 
encourage themſelves in the LORD, who is able to do above 
all we can ask or think. In the 55th uf Iſaiab, where we 
have an illuftrious Prophecy of the Call of the Gentiles, 
ver. 4, 5. we have allo theſe r words to ſtrengthen 
the faith. and raiſe the hope of God's People, ver. 8, 9. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, ſaith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the 
tarth, ſo ave my ways bigber than your ways, and my thoughts 
Phan your thoughts, | ; 


BUT I now proceed more directly to apply theſe Things 
to our Brethren, whom We are this . ON to the 
great and difficult Work of Goſpelizing the Aboriginal Natives 
on our Borders, 


My dear Brethren, T apprehend GOD in His good Provi- 
dence calls us to make further Trial in this importanr Affair, 
nat withitanding all the Difficulties with which it is attended; 
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and I truſt it is pleaſing to Him, that ye offer your Selves, 
and conſecrate your Service to the LORD this Day. D 
is our's, the Event and Succeſs are wy in GOD's Hand, Now 
then, let your Eyes be to our Aſcended SAVIOUR, while 
you engage in this Work, and devoutly ſay with Moſes, Exod, 
XXX11ii. 15. If thy Preſence ga not with us, carry us not up bence. 
Lec che governing Deſign of your Undertaking be to glorify 
GOD, by turning Sinners from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the power of Satan to him, that they may receive forgive- 
ne(s of Sins, and Inheritance among them that are Sancti 
fied y faith that is in CHRIST; and being ſenſible that the 
Arm of the LORD muſt be reveal'd to effect this, rely and 
reſt on Him, and be ready to give the Glory of all the leaſt 
Succeſs unto Him. Praiſe waiteth for thee, 0 50D 


In the frft place. Give 4 your ſelves to the Lord JEHO- 
VAH, whois the FATHER, the SON, and the HOLY 
GHO>T, by renewing your Covenant with him, to be his 
entirely and for ever; beſeechingGOD to pour out His Spirit 
upon you, to furniſh you with all needed Gifts and Graces. 
Look to it, that you be united to CHRIST by His Spirit 
dwelling in you; that being waſh'd from Sin in His Blood, 
and cloath'd with his Righteoufneſs, you may be accepted 
in the Beloved ; and then live by the Faith of the SON of 
GOD, and be ſtrong in the Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS. 
Cry to that GOD who commanded the Light to ſhine out of 
Darkneſs, thac He would ſhine into your Hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of GOD, in the face of Feſus Chriſt, 
2Cor. iv. 6. Hear and learn of the FATHER the great Truths 
and Myſteries ofthe Goſpel, that you may be qualified to 
teach others the Truth as i: is in JESUS. You need then 
reaching of the Anointing of GOD by His Spirit ; and there- 
fore ſhould earneſtly ſeek to Him to ſend his Spirit into your 


Hearts to lead you into all Truth, that you may be as Scribes © 
inſtructed to the Kingdom of Heaven. And the more you feel 


the power, and taſte the ſweetneſs of GOD's Word in your 
own Souls, the better will you be qualified to Preach theRing- 
dom of GOD, and Feach t beſe things which concern tbe LORD FE- 
SUS CHRIST, with all Confidence.” But then, remember that 
while you truſt in the LORD, you muſt be found in the 
diligent uſe of Means: Give your ſelves therefore to Reade 
ing and Study, as your Circumftances will allow; and above 
all, ſtudy your BiBLes ; for all Scripture is given by inſpiration. 
of God, of is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, fer correction, for 


inſtrution in righteouſneſs ; That the man of God may be perfect, 


#broughly furniſhed unto all good works, Tim. iii. 16, 17. And 
let GGD's Law and Teftimony be _ rule ard directory 
in all your {nftruftions, of there will be no light in them. 
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Ard here give me leave to offer a few Hints, 


Let there be a Compendium pr Summary of Chriſtian Reli- 
ion agreeable to the Scriptures, and as ſhort and plain as may 
. often incuicated, till the Natives ſhall have learned the 
Principles of the Doctrine of CHRIST. Declare to them the only 
true and living GOD, who made Heaven and Earth, and all 
things in them; and that He made Man upright, in His own 
Image. Shew them their vile and miſerable State by the 
Fall Declare to them that this GOD, who is the FATHER 
and the SON aud the HOLY GHOST, hath contriv'd a way 
in which they may be deliver'd from their Sin and Miſery. 
That in order to this, the Eternal SON of GOD hath taken 
bur Nature, and became Man; that He was obedient to 
Death, the Death of the Croſs; role again from the Dead, 
and lives in Heaven to intercede for his People. Declare to 
them, that this JESUS is the only Mediater between -GOD 
and Man; and that they muſt pray to GOD in His Name only. 
Shew them the neceſſity of turning from all Sin to GOD in 
true Repentance ; and of receiving the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST by Faith, aud depending on His 1 tor 
Pardon and Juſtificatian. Declare to them that GOD alone 
hath power to fergive Sins. Shew them the nature and uſe 
of the holy Sacraments, and that thoſe which CHRIST hath 
inſtituted are only two, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; and la- 
bour to maintain in them an high eſteem ef them. Shew 
them that they muſt be taught the Principles ef the Chriſtian 
Religion, and ſubje& themſelves to the Authority and Laws 
of CHRIST, before theſe may be adminiftred to them: That 
if they would reccive ſaving benefit by Baptiſm, they mutt al- 
ſo ſeek the waſhing of r and renewing of the 
HOLY GHOST, for themſelves and their Offspring, that being 
born of Water and of the Spirit they may enter into the King- 
dom of GOD. Teach them that the Lord's Supper muſt be re- 
ceiv'd by the Communicants in both Elements, Bread and 
Wine; and that tis contrary to Senſe, Reaſon and Scripture, 
to imagine, that theſe are turn'd into the very Body and Blood 
of CHRIST ; and therefore that CHRIST, who is ſpirituall 
es with his People, muſt be apprekended and receive 
by faith, if they would partake in the ſaving virtues of his 
Death. And take - heed 1 never proſtitute theſe Sa- 
cred Myſteries of our holy Religion, by adminiſtring them to 
any under Heathen Ignorance, under Romiſh Idolatty, or that 
live and allow themſelves in open aud ſcandalous Immoralities, 
Declare to them the Commandments of the Mora! Law. 
That GOD only is the Object of Prayer, and all religious Wor- 
ſhip. Tell them, foraſmuch as we are the Offspring of GOD, 
we onght not to think that the God head is like unto Gold, 
or Silrer or Stone, graven by art, and Man's device; that it is 


— 
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a moſt hainons Crime to worſhip GOD by Images; and that 
He who is a jealous GOD, threatens to puniſh this lniquity - 
upon Parents and their Children unto the third and fourthGe- 
neration. Teach them to Sanctify the Sabbath Day; and in 
a word, the neceſſity of a ſober, righteous and godly Life: 
In particular, do all you can to convince them of the great 


Evil of that Sin which moſt eaſily beſets th em, and to kee 

them from it; leſt they wholly forget GOD's. Law, and 
quench every good motion of His SPIRIT: Solemnly warn 

them of the DeftruQtion they are bringing upon themſelves 
by it, and how they are conſuming away under the deadly 
influence of it, | 


 [However, I am inform'd that the? they have a Name for 
GOD, yet they have no form of taking his Nime in vain, in 
their own Language. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Heavens, and be 
horribly afraid! in that this preſumpruous Sin of profane 
Swearing is ſo common where the light of the Goſpelſhines, 
and GOD's glorious and fearful Name is clearly reveal'd : 
And let ſuch bold Tranſgreſſors know, that it will be more 
tolerable for barbarous Indians than for them, in the Day of 
Judgment ; when the LORD ſhall mike ir appear, that He 


evill not bold them guiltleſs that take his Name in vain, ] 


But to return from this Digreſſion; Declare to them, that 
GOD alone can change their Hearts, enable them to hate 
Sin, and love his Law ; and then dire& them to ask of GOD 
His Hor y SYIRI T, to ſan ctify them, and create them in 
Cuxisr Jews unto good Works. And ſhew them that 
when they have done all, they muſt Truſt in the Merits of 
Jxzsvs Cnais r, and not preſume to think that they 
can merit by their good Works. But I forbear. 

In your teaching, there muſt be precept upon precept, line 
upon line; here a little, and there a little. But how much 
kill and prudence do you need in this matter? Depend on 
GOD for all, and encourage your ſelves in him who ſaid on 
the firſt Day, Let there be light, and there was Light; and can 
now more eaſily ſhine into their Hearts to give them the 
knowledge of the Golpel, than you can ſpeak a word. Who 
hath heard ſuch a thing: Shall a Nation be born ar once ? 
Yes, if GOD pleaſe, a Nation ſhall be burn in a Day, and 
| Converts be numerous as the drops of Dew from the womb 

of the Morning. O that this Day of GDD's power might 
dawn and ſhine on a World ſitting in Darkneſs! O, that 
the poor Indians might ſee che light of Life, and live! 


But think it not ſtrange, if you meet with ſharp Trials 


from the Prince of Darkneſs, and ſuch as are under his power, 


While you areendeavouring to enlighten Men-with the know- 
ledge of JESUS CHRIST: and be read y to endure hard- 


neſs. - - 
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22 CHRIST's Viftory 
neſs, as His good Soldiers. Look to GOD continually for all 


that 222 and Wiſdom, Faith and Patience, Zeal and 
Courage, Meekneſs and Self-denial, which you need; and be 


cloathed with Humility. Live by Faith and Prayer, and then 


ſay with the Pſalmift, Plal. cxviii. 6. The Lord is on my fide, I 
evill not fear: what can man do unto me ? It He be your Sun 
and Shield, you ſhall neither want Light nor Protection. 

And here, for your further Encouragement I might propoſe 
to your Conſideration the Promiſes made to our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, who ſends his Miniſſers to open the eyes of Men ---» 
Pſal. ii. 8. Ak of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine 
inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſions 
Iſai. liii. 10. --- He ſpall ſee his feed, he ſhall prolong bis days, and 
the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in bis hand. ver. 11. He ſyall 
ſee of the travail of bus ſoul, and ſuall be ſatisfied. Iſai, xlix. 6. -- 
1 will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be 
my. ſalvation unto the end of the earth, Again, Conſider, GOD's 
Hand is not ſhortn'd, that it cannot ſave ; and the Sacrifice, 
by the Blood of which our SAVIOUR hath Redeemed His 
People our of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and 
Nation, is as full of Virtue as ever; and His Interceffion as 
prevalent for the ſending of the HOLY GHOST: fo that all 
that the FATHER hath given Him, ſhall come unto Him. 


I might alſo for your Encouragement mention the extra- 
ordinary Succeſs which the Bleſſed GOD gave to the Gdſpel 
among the Heathen, as we have this tranſmitted to us from 
the Records of the Sacred Scriprures. I might alſo put you 
in mind of the wonderful Work of GOD, in cauſing the 
Light of his Goſpel to ſhine upon our Anceſtors in Great 
Britain, who before ſat in groſs Darkneſs ; and then in re- 
covering them from the Idolatries of Popery. When we look 
back on theſe things, we may well admiring ſay, What hath 
GOD wrought ! And looking to the hole of the Pit whence 
we our ſelves were digged, you may encourage your ſelves 
in that GOD, with whom all things are poſſible. 


And whereas the Honourable SOCIETY for propaga ting 
Chriftian Knowledge at Edinburgh, are under GOD the In- 
ſtruments and Encouragers of your Miſſon, by the pious Do- 
nation of the late Reverend and Charitable Dr. Daniel Mill ams, 
of London ; I may with propriety obſerve to you the Succeſs 
which we are inform'd GOD hath already given to Their En- 
deayours nearer Home, among the Highlanders in Scotland, who 
had been ſnnk very low in barbarous Ignorance : Of this 
a Reverend Perſon | in a Sermon preach'd to the aboye-named 


17 The Rev. Wm, Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity in the U- 
niverſity of Edinburgh. 
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Henourable SOCIETY, Teſtifyeth, That many Thonſagds 


of tboſe poor People have been taught the Knowledge of 
CHRIST. 5 NT 


However, I need not go ſo far to fetch Eneouragement for 
you · It pleas'd our merciful GOD in the laft Century to ſend 
His glorious Goſpel to the Aboriginal Natives of this Land, 
who for unknown Ages had been in Heathen Darkneſs ; and 
to give them the Bible in their own Language, by his ſignal 
Bleſſiag on the Labours of eur pions and renowned Elia, whoſe 
Name, together with that of Mayhew and other Worthies, 
ſhould be had in Everlaſting Remembrance, in honour to our 
Glorious LORD, whoſpiritedandftrengthnedthem:othisdifliculr 
Work, andmade them the happy Inſtruments of ealightning not a 
few with the Knowledge of GOD, and JESUS CHRIST, 
whom to know is Life Eternal . And this manifeſtation of 
Divine Power and Grace may anſwer an Obje&ion: You may 
be ready to think with your ſelves, How can we go to a Peo- 
ple of a ſtrange Speech, and hard Language, who have pot 
the extraordinary Gifts with which the Apoftles were furniſh« 
ed, when they ſpread the Goſpel among the Heathen ? Lee 
Experience anſwer ; GOD wonderfully bleſs'd theſe excellent 
Perſons in their diligent Endeavours to learn the Indian Tongne, 
and then to communicate Chriftian Knowledge; fo that we 
behold a conſiderable number of Indian Churches Gatherid, and 
walking together in the Faith and Order of the Goſpel; ſome 
farniſh'd with Eneliſp, others with Indian Paſtors. Do you go, 
and do likewiſe. May you with like Zeal for the Glory of 
GOD, and Compaſſion to Men, lay out your ſelves in this 
weighty Affair, and the LORD be with you. And certainly 
His Preſence, and the Light of his Countenance, are ſuffici- 
ent to brighten the moſt diſconſolate Circumſtances of Life. 
The Apeſtle Paul could ſay, I have learned in whatſoever ſtate 
I am, therewith to be content, I can do all things through brift 
«hich ftrengthneth me, Phil. iii. 11, 13. a | 


And further, conſider what a Price is now put into your 
Hands to ſerve GOD and your Country * What great and 
e Bleſſings you will be to this People, if the gracions 


yeſence of CHRIST with you fhall be as a Wall of Fire a- 


bout us, on eur Eaftern and Weſter: Frontiers. Conſider, 
what an Honour it will be to you, if after all the Blood and 
Treaſure ſpent in War with theſe Sal/vazes, you muſt be the 
Inſtruments of obtaining the moſt glorious Victory over them, 


by ſubduing them to CHRIST, and the Obedience of Faith. 


+ See the Rev. Dr. Cotten Marber's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 


of New-£Zxglavd ; and the Rev. Mr. Experience Maybew's 
Indian Converts. 3 
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24 CHRIST Vi#0ry 
Upon this, I do not promiſe you a Corruptibie Crown of fading 
Laurel, nor yet a Roman Triumph ; Honours which engag'd 
the ancient Heathen in ſome of the moſt difficult Enterprizes. 
No! we ſerve a better Maſter ; our bountiful LORD, doth 
not call you to ſtrive unto Agony for ſuch periſhing things; 
but frem his High Throne holds out to you 4 Crown of 
Glory that fadeth not away; and his Voice from Heaven to 
each of you is, Be thou faithful unto Death, and I will give 
thee a Crown of Life. This glorious Reward then, which 
CHRIST hath purchaſed, and freely offers to you, doth not 
depend upon your Succeſs, but Fideliry. Your Judgment is 
' with the LORD, and your Work with your GOD, - © | 


USE VIII. Ia the laſt place, I turn my ſelf to this Aſ- 
ſembly : Let us bleſs GOD who hath caſt our Lot in pleaſant 
Places, where the light of the Goſpel ſhines; and take care we do 
not receive this Grace of GOD in vain, : 


Ia Goſpel Privileges we are Exalted unto Heaven; but we 
muſt know that if we continue unbelieving and impenitent, we 
Mall be brought down to Hell. Let us then with godly fear 
attend to that word, Mat. iii. 9, 10. And think not to ſay within 
your ſelves, We have: Abraham to our father : for I ſay unto yon, 
that God is able of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children unto Abraham. 
And new alſo the ax is laid to the root of the trees : therefore 
every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and 
caſt into the fre. Let the Children of the Covenant look to 
themſelves, and beware leſt that threatning ſhould be fulfill'd 
in any one of them, Mat. viii. 11, 12.1 jay unto you, that many 
all come from the eaſt and weſt, and ſhall ſit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Facob in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of 
the kingdom (ball be caſt into outer darkneſs; there ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of Teeth, Great is our Advantage, that unto us 
are committed the Oracles of GOD; and we ought to be, very 
thankful for this diſtinguiſhing Favour, that the Myftery of 
Salvation by JESUS CHRIST, kept ſecret from many others, 
is made manifeſt to us by che Scriprures. But then, let us 
not be high minded, bur fear ; and feriouſly confider what 
we ſhall render to the LORD for ſo great a Benefit; leaſt. 
we treaſure up ro our ſelves wrath againſt the day of 
Wrath, by deſpiſing the Riches of GOD's Goodneſs. Let us, 
ſenſible of the Darkneſs and Corruption of our Hearts, ask the 
HOLY SPIRIT to Enlighten and Sanctify us. Let us not 
content ourſelves with an outward Profefhion, and a Name 
to live Hut earneſtly ſeek a thorough Converſion to GOD, 
and vital Union with JESUS CHRIST, that we may be 
found. in Him. Let us beſeech the LORD to fulfil that pre-. 
cious Promiſe to us and our Children. Jer. xxx1. 33. This Joo 


over the Powers of Darkneſ?; ry 
be the covenant that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael. After 
thoſe days, ſaith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their bearts, and will be their God, and thy 
ſnall be my people, And let us then walk as Children of the 
light and day,. having no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
Works ot Darkneſs, but rather reproving them. Let us te- 
ſit the Devil, and he ſhall flee from us; Watch and Pray 
left this Evil One ſhould get an advantage of us; for we 
are not ignorant of his devices. And be not contorm'd to 
this World; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
Mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect W. II of GOD. Thus you ney haps to enjoy the 
light of GOD's Countenance while paſhng through this 
World, and ſhall certaialy come to ſee the good of his 
Choſen, and to glory with * Inheritance in Heaven. But 
it after all the Means GOD uſeth wich you, you continue to 
reje& CHRIST, to vex the HOLY SPIRIT, and to walk 
according to the Courſe of this World, according to the 
Spirit which now worketh in the Children of Diſobedience ; 
I fav unto you, it ſhail be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of Judgment, than for 
you, when that Sentence muſt be pronounced on the Wicked, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepar d for the 
devil and bis angels, | 


And now, I call heaven and earth to record this day againſt 
you, that I bave ſet before you life and death, bleſſing and 


curſing: therefore chooſe life, that both tbou and thy ſeed may 
live. Deut. xxx. 19. | 


To conclude, Let ns continue in Prayer that GOD would 
pour out his SPIRIT en his Servants now to be ſeparated to 
this great and difficult Work, to Qualify and Strengthen 
them ts the faithful Diſcharge of it. 


Let us Pray that the Honourable SOCIETY and their Com- 

mi ſſioners may at all times enjoy the Ditection and Aſſiſtance 
of GOD. That the Lord of the Harveſt would from time ro 
time ſend forth ſuch Labourers into the Indian Harveſt, as He 
ſhall own and bleſs ; and that His Servants employ'd in one 
part of the Land and annther, may have the Hand of the 
LORD with them; that many may believe and turn to the 
LORD. That the KING of Glory, who is the LORD Strong 
and Mighty, would caſt down Satan trom his uſorped Throne. 

| Deſtroy Antichriſt by the brightneſs of his Coming, and take 
to Himſelf his great Power and Reign. That He would 
ſprinkle many Nations with his Blood, and pour out his 
SPIRIT upon all Fleſh; and thus in a more illuſtrious 
| E | manner 
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manner fulfil that Promiſe, Iſai. xi. 6, 9. The wolf alſo ſhall 


devel! with the lamb, and the leopard ſball lie down with the 


kid : and the calf, and the young lion and ihe fatling together. and 
a little child hall lead them. They ſhall Not burt nor de ſtroy in 


all my boly mountain: for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge 


of the LORD, as the waters cover ihe ſea. 

Let us pray, that both Fews and Gentiles may be gather'd, 
and united under this Glorious tiead of the Church, and fo 
that good Word of hi be accompliſhed, Joh, x. 16.--- Ther- 
ſhall be one fold, or Flock, f and one Shepherd. 


HE which teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, Surely I eome quick- 
ly. Amen. Even ſo, Come LORD JESU>, 


+ euern. Fietque unus grex, & unus paſtor, Bez4. 
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iN. B. Some Paragraphs omitted in Preaching are 
here inſerted. 
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H E foregoing Sermon was both preceeded and follow- 
ed with fervent Prayer, ſuited to the very ſerious Occa- 
ſion; wherein the Rev. Mc. William Coupar and Mr. Fohn 
Webb were the Mouth of the Audience to GOD ? | 
Dr. Colman, who had been choſen Moderator by the Re- 
verend and Honourable Council, then took the Desk, andſaid. 


JT is a rare and fingular Occurrence in the Providence of 

GOD, that hath call'd this Great and Reverend Aſſume 
bly together at this Time. And no doubt but many whoare 
here preſent may defire ro be informed, of the ſeveral Things, 
occurring in the Providence of a Glorious GOD, which 
have been the Occiſion of our preſent: Meeting. And I 
think that I cannot better introduce the Solemn Action before 
us, in the Ordination of the Reverend and beloved Bretbrew 
here pteſent, chan by giving the following Account. 


© Know then F, that in the Year of our LORD 17o1. a 
© Number of private Gentlemen did uſually meet in the 
© City of Edinburgh for the Reformation of Manners; who 
« reflecting on the Ignorance, Atheiſm, Popery and 48 4-23 
ic that did fo much abound in the High-lands and Iles of Scot- 
% land, did juſtly reckon that they flow'd in a great Mea- 
% ſure from the Want of ſuitable Means of Inſtruction. 


„ This led 'em to engage by themſelves at firſt in a vo- 
« luntary Subſcription for Erecting Charity Schools in thoſe 
% Places of Darkneſs and lrreligion. But upon Trial find- 
ing Themſelyes not able in their private Capacity to car - 
« ry on fo great and publick a Work, they apply 'd their 
« Thoughts to find out Methods for a Fund equal to the 
« Deſign, | „ 
« In purſuance of this they mov'd it privately to Mem- 
« bers of the General Aſſembly, that the Repreſentatives of 
« the Church of Scotland might concur in the Work. And 
4 they had ſo much Succeſs that in the Year 1706. the Ge- 
% neral 4ſſembly took it under Conſideration, and recom- 
* mended it to their Commiſſion, who publiſhed Propoſals for 
«© the Propagating of Chriſtian Knowledge in their High-lands 


and Iſles, and alſo in Foreign Parts. 


'$ See a printed Account of the Saciety in Scotland, 1720. 
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26 An Aceount of the SOCIETY 
| Propoſals were (ent to all the Precbyteries in Scot= 
te 2 ps = 1 ſeveral Societies there for Reformation of 
40 Ine: And in the Year 1703, Applicition being made 


4 M j geen ANN, to Countenince and ſuppert 
« wa 8. 2.14 Authority ; it pleas'd Her Ma- 


„e aad Charitable Dr. 


* Annum, to the Society; toward t 


4; ich the Alvice of Her Privy Council to approve and 
40 3 this meſt pious and ch iritable Deſign, and 


46 to grant Her Letters Patents for Erectiag the Subſcribers in. 
to a Society and Corporation far managing the ſame, 


RSONS of the higheſt Dignity in the Nation, both 
Dukes and Eayls, ſtand 45 the Head of this Commiſhon ; with 
a long Train of Names of knowa Honour and Merit, and of 
diſtinguiſhing Character for Piety and Religion. 


« THE firft Subſcription was ſomewhat above One Thouſand 
« Pounds Sterl. which within twelve Tears increaſed to above 
40 Eight Thouſand : So that a vaſt Number of Charity Schools 
« have been eredted, and are now ſupported by the Honou- 
« rable Society: And they have their Correſponding Members 
„ at London, Dublin, Briſtol; in Holland, add new lately 
« here in New England”. For they are expreſly impower'd 
by the Letters Patents, ereQing them into a Society, © to 
* nominate fit Perſons in any Place of His Majeſty's Domini» 
« ons or elſewhere, for laying out ſuch Sums as they are 
© intruſted with.“ ar oe e 


*« ACCORDINGLY, the Honourable Society being unani- 
« mouſly reſolved to imploy ſeveral Minifters of the 
« as their Miſfonaries for the Converſion of Infidel 
4 Countries, choſe to make the poor Heathen People about 
New England the firſt Objects of their Cate; to bring 
* them to the Knowledge of GOD in CHRIST. e 


% To which kad they did en the Twenty ninth Day of 

* Aprilt531.at a General Meeting nominate, commiſftionate 
* and impower His Excellency Jonathan Bele ber Eſq; with othes 
* Honourable and Reverend Perſons, to be their Correſpondents 
*< and Commiſſioners: And the firſt Thing they are Entruſted 
* with is to purſue the excellent D-fign of the late Reverend 


. Daniel Milliams of Londom, in his pious 
„ Mortification of an Eftate of Fifty Fix Pounds Sterling per 


he Support of three u- 
© lified Miſſionaries, to labour in the 9 of the poor 
:* periſhing Natives on our Borders. 


Goſpel, 
Foreign 


His Excellency in his great Wiſdom, upon the eel t of 
theſe Leiters, laid the Matter before n oor 
Court then litting, who readily teftifi * 
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| and of the preſent Mon. 29 
jon of the propoſed Miſfion by granting an Additional 
Honourable 90 = wat to each of the Miſſionaries tor five Years. 


© ALSO He was pleas'd to write to the Society, who have 
printed His Excellency's Letter. 2 | 

« THAT He had receiv'd Their Commiſſion, and did ace 

of being a Correſpondent Member; that He gives praiſe 
« to GOD who inſpired the Founders of thisexc?llent Cha- 
rity to Souls: And that as the KN hu mide Him the Head 
and Father of this "art of R.s Dominions, He therefote te- 
« turn'd Thanks to the Society ia b=half ot the pont Natives 
© of the Country : And that the Society might depend on the 
united Endeavours of their Correſpondent Members here, to do 
T 


all the good Service they caa in this pious Undertaking,&c. 


The Commiſſioners, under this Influence and Encnuragement» 
ſet themſelves to find Perſon, qualified and inclin'd to under- 
take a Mithon of ſuch Weight and Importance. and through 
rhe good Hand of GOD with them there willingly offer'd 
Themſelves, upon the Motion made to them, Mr. Steven Parker, 
Mr. Ebenezer Hinſdel, and Mr Foſeph Secomb ; who have been 
already Miniſtring in the Places aſſigned them mare than a 
Year. en eee, 79 


AND now at the Call of the Commiſſioners, by Direction 
From the Honourable Society, whoſe They ire under CHRIST, 
or the glorious Ends propoled ; They do this Day here pre- 
ſent Themſelves before the LORD and his People, in His 
Fear and with a Reliance on his Grace, which is Allſufficient, 
to take on them this Miniſtry among the Heathen ; weighty, 
difficult and awful as it is in it ſelf, but moſt honourable in 
the Kingdom of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


AND a Number of the Reverend Paſtors of the Town, hay» 
ing received from the before named M:ſfnaries a ſatisfying 
Declaration of their Adherence to the Principles of Religion, 
as they are contained in the Hyly Scyipture, and exhibited in 
the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, are here preſent to commend Them 
Dy 8 Dd. with Impoſgtion of Hands, to the Grace and Bleſſing 
© . | 4 | 0 


Maſſengers of the Churches, con- 
a ſion, do by their Preſence ſuf- 
nt unto and Approbation of the 

And if there are any in the 
thing to objeF againtt our proceed- 
efore us; either as to the Doctrine, 
and Converſation of the before named Mr. Steves 


THE Reverend Elders and 
veen d in Council on this Occ 
ficiently declare their Conſe 
Ordinat jon that is before us: 
Aſſembly, that have any thi 
ing in the holy Action b 
Principles, Life 
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30 | The. Miſſionaries folemn Profeſſion. 

NoO ObjeQtion wry made, it rem ins oniy to addreſs my 
Self to yu my dearly beloved Brethren ani honoured in the 
LORD : For.the LORD JESUS highly o »urs You before 


bis People in this extraordinary Call. He gives you to bear bis. 


Name unto the Heathen ; and therein to dothe Work of. Evane 
geliſts (in part at leaſt )by his Grace in you and with you. 


% DO You therefore now in the Preſence of CHRiST, and be- 
fore this Aſſembly as the LOR D's Witneſſes ; before GOD, Angels 
and Men, willingly and freely, w.th Humility and Fear, offer your 
Selves firſt unto the LORD, and then to the ſervice of Souls; as 
in the Work of the Miniſtry in general, ſo in a parti cular man- 
ner in that Miſſion to which you eſteem your ſelves called of GOD, 
by His ſpecial and ſingular Providence, to carry the Goſpel among 


the Heathen in our Borders? And will you. by his Grace, ſo long 


as GOD continues you the Opprrtunity, humbly, re” 6 faiths 
fully apply your ſelves to this Work of the LORD, as Thoſe that 
muſt give an Account? | 2 
THE Miſſionaries in a very ſerious manner ſigniſying their 
Submiſſion and Conſent to this very awful Promiſe and Vow ; the 
Moderator told them that theLength of the Exerciſe, and the 
Coldneſs of rhe Seaſon” prevented him from repeating to 
Them, on this publick Occaſion, ſome of thoſe [nftruftions 
which they had received from our Honourable Conſtituents; 
which as he doubted not they had often and ſeriouſly cenfi- 
dered, fo he had thought to have received from them their 
public Conſent to the fame as in the preſence of CHRIST, 


THESE Inſtructions are as follow. || © You are to inftru& 
* the Heathen People, as God gives you Opportunity, in 
„ the Principles of the Chriſtian, Reformed, Proteſtant Re- 
« ligion: And in order thereunto, not only to preach and 
« catechize, but alſo to ſchool and teach them to read the 
« Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament, and other 
* good and pious Books x. You are alſo ro teach them 
6% Writing and Arithmetick, and to underſtand and ſpeak 
te the Zneliſß Language. You are eſpecially to direct them 
C how to ay and to carry as becometh the Goſpel. And 
« when you ſhall jadge them fit to receive the Seals of the 
« Covenant of Grace, you are to adminiſter the ſame unto 
« them; and uſe your beft Endeavours to confirm ſuch in 
« the Truths of our Holy Religion, and to engage them 
©. ro perſevere therein. | | | 


I Commiſſion and Inſtruftions to the Miſſionaries in New England. 


* Suppoſed that they will be prevail'd on to learn. 
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Inſtructions to the Miſſionaries. 31 
& In all this you are to act conſcienciouſly, depending 
© on GOD for Counſel, Strength, Furniture, and Succeſs. 
Let the Glory of GOD, an the Salvation of precious Souls. 
« be your chief Motive. You are employ'd on a very impor- 
tant and glorious Work, and will much want the Help of 
© the SPIRIT OF GOD therein. Remember your Bleſſed 
« REDEtMER's Inftrutien to his Diſciples, Matth. x. 16. 
% Behold, I ſend you forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, be ye 
if therefore wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Loves | | 


« You muſt look for Difficulties and Diſcouragements, and 
therefore ſtud y Patience,Self-denial, Humility, Forbearance; 
« and carry with all Meekneſs and Love toward thoſe with 
« whom you have to do. Let your Deportment and Manage- 
«© ment be ſuch, as they may ſee that you ſeek their Good; 
« and take the moſt gaining Methods with them. 

% You are alſo frequently to report an Account of your 
« Diligence and Succeſs, to the Society's Correſpondents here. 
But your great Care muſt be to approve your (elves to GOD, 
who ſees and tries the Heart, and to WHOM you muſt give 
an Account, And GOD make you thoſe faithful and wiſe Ser- 
vants who ſhall do it with Foy and not with Grief, In the Hope 
whereof we ſhall now immediately proceed to lay our Hands 
upon You, according to the Direction of the Goſpel, and to pray 
over you in the Name of the LORD. 


THE Moderator then left the Desk, and the Minifters came 
down to the Seat prepared for the Candidates before the Pulpit, 
and about Ten of the Paſtors preſent laying on Hands, the Mo- 
derator pray'd, | 

«* GIVING Glory to the Supream and Immenſe JEHOVAH, 
„the LORD OF HOSTS fitting upon a Throne high and 
* lifred up, and his Train filling the Temple! Who walks 

* in the midſt of the golden Candleſticks, and holds the Stars 
* in his right Hand! Whoſe Eyes are as a Flame of Fire, 
« and He will make the Churches to know that He ſearches 
© the Hearts and the Reins. 

* ADORING HIM in the Condeſcenſions of his Grace that His 
% Tabernacle is with Men on Earth, and that we have ſeen the 
hs Comp of our GOD and King in his Sanctuary! while 
« Seraphims are cOvering their Faces before Him, and crying 
* One ro Another, Haly, Holy, Holy is the LORD OF 
* HOSTS ! And While we are of unclean Lips, and dwell 

among a People of anclean Lips. 

* SUPPLICATION was then made for Parden and Cleanſing 
* thro' the Sacrifice of CHRIST, which is for the Prieſt- 
* hood and the Congregation, that the LORD would ſend 


Leiters of Inſtructions to Miſſionaries, 
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« his 


32 Abſtrae of the Ordination Prayer. 
*© his Angel as with a live Coal from his Altar, to touch our 
% Heart. and Lips, to take away Iniquity and purge away Sin! 
« that if then the LOR D's Voice come to us, ſaying Whom 
& ſhall ſend ? and who will go for Us ? our purified Hearts 
« might read lo anſwer, Here am I. ſend me! 

4 THANK<GIVING evas then render d to GOD, that He has 
« a Chutch in the Werid, bought with his Blood, to be ſanc- 
4% tified ard cl-anſed with the waſhing of Water, by the 
« Word! and fora glorious SAVIOUR, Head over all things 
« ro the Church Who 1s aſcended on High and has received 
« Gifts for Men even for the rebellious, that the LORD GOD 
« might dwell among us! and has given Prophets, Apoſtles, 
« Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers, for the Work (f the 
« Minift:y and the Edifying his Body ! that He has ſet up 
dc his Kingdom among us, ſhewn us his Covenant. made 
&« known to vs his holy Sabbaths, and committed to us the 
« Mimſtry of Reconciliation! that He has appointed and is 
« calling from Age to Age an Order of Men to Miniſter in 
« holy Things, whom he ſends to diſciple all Nations, ba ptix - 
« ing them in the N.me of the FATHER and-of the SON 
« and of the HOLY GGOST, teaching them to obſerve all 
« Things whatſoever He has commanded, with whom He has 
«© promis'd to be always even to the end of the World. 

MORE particularly . CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD was 
de thanked that He was pleas'd to be now putting into the Mi- 
*© niſtry theſe his Servants who were now preſenting Them- 
ﬆ ſelves before the LORD and his People, to give Them- 
« ſelves firſt unto the LORD, and then to the Service of Souls 
c by his holy Will. | | 

PRAYERS «vere therefore pour'd out to GOD for Them *©* that 
« He would pleafe to call them effectually by his Grace, and 
to reveal his SON in them, that they may preach Rim a- 
« among the Heathen, as well as in the Churches ot the 
« Saints, not conferring with Fleſh and Blood; but accoun- 
ting it a diſtinguiſhing Honour, that unto Them (the leaſt 
of all Saints) this Grace ſhould be given, to preach a- 
*« mong the Heathen the unſearchable Riches of CHRIST. 

** THAT the Grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST 
might be therefore exceedin» abundant to Them, with Faith 
and Love, to enable them to encounter and ſurmount the 
Difficulties of this Miſſion ; that it may appear they are 
% choſen Veſſels to the LORD, to bear his Name before 
« the Gentiles : And that GOD would ſhew them how great 
„ Things he will do for them and by them, if by their 
% Miniſtry the Heatheniſh People may be Fellow-Heirs and 
of the ſame Body with us; Worſhipping the true and living 
«© COD in Spirit +nd in Truth, and in the Name of the 
c One MEDIATOR between GOD and Man, the Man 
« CHRIST JESUS, who is GOD over all, bleſſed bor ogg 

0 
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4 No. longer ſerving dumb Idole as they have been led, nor 
© worſhipping Angels and Saints that are no Mediators. 

« THAT a wide and effectual Door may be opened to them, 
©& by the Power of the HOLY GHOST, who once faid — 
« Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the Work unto which I 
© have called them: That this Manner of Entring in unto 
©« the Heathen may be granted them, to turn unto GOD from 
„ Idols, and to wait for his SON from Heaven! to turn them 
©« from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
*« GOD ; that they = receive the Forgiveneſe of Sin and an 
© Inherirance among all them that are ſanctified. 

4 That the Goſpel may be preached by them with the HO» | 
«K LY GHOST ſent down from Heaven, and be the Power of 
„ GOD unto the Salvation of many Souls; as it is unto all 
« them that believe, both to the Greeks and to the Barbari- 
cc ans, to the wiſe and to the unwiſe ; for therein is the Righ- 
© reouſneſs of GOD revealed from Faith ro Faith. 


*< WHEREFORE according to the Direction of the HOLY 
« WORD we humbly laid our Hands on them in the Name o f 
« the GOD of all Grace, as His devoted Servants, ſeparating 
e them to his ſpecial Service in the Work of the Miniſtry, 
« imploring the ETERNAL SPIRIT to deſcend and reſt on 
« them, to enlighten them in his Truth, to ſpirit em for his 
ic Service, to be in them the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, 
eto aſſiſt, fupport, comfort and ſucceed them in his Work: 
© to furniſh em abundantly with Miniſterial Gifts and Graces, 
©« to dire& them in their Holy Studies, to aſſiſt them in their 
« publick Adminiftrations ; to inſpire them with pure Aims 
& and fervent Zeal for his Glory, and with render Compaſſion 
© to precious Souls; to make em able and faithful Miniſters 
«K of the New Teſtament, wife to Salvation, and wife to win 
1 Souls; And that the Blood of HIM, who thro' the E- 
« TERNAL SPIRIT, offer'd up Himſelf without Spot to 
„ GOD, may purge their Conſciences from dead Works, to 
d ſerve the living GOD in Righteouſneſs and Holinefs before 


« Him, all the Days of their Life. 


K „„ 


Prayer being ended the CHARGE was given in the follows 
ing Words. | 


* HAVING pray'd over You in the Name of the LORD, 
«© commended you to his Grace, and ſeparated you to his ſpe- 
« cial Service in the Work of the Miniſtry ; We do in Hig 
% Name declare you to be Authorized Miniſters of the Goſpel 
„% AND eve charge you before GOD and the LORD JESUS 
« CHRIST, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his 
% Appearing and Kingdom: Preach the Word; be inſſant 


4 jn Seaſon and out of Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, 1 
1 * #| 


34 _ * She CHARGE. 
„e all long-ſuffering. Give attendance to Reading, to Exhorta- 
4 tion and Doctrine. Give your ſelves to Prayer and to the 


« Miniſtry of the Word; give your ſelves wholly to them; 
« that in ſo doing you may both ſave your ſelves and thoſe 


©& that hear you. . | 

« HOLD the Myftery of Faith in a pure Conſcience, ſhew- 
* ing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity. Hold faft the Form 
«© of ſound Words which you have heard, with Faith and 
« Love that is in CHRIST JESUS. Hold faſt the faithful 
c Word, and rebuke with all Authority. 
„ SERVE the LORD with all Humility : Keep back no- 
ce thing that is profitable to Souls : Shun not to declare the 
c whole Counſe] of GOD. Study to ſhew your ſelves appro- 
*® ved of GOD, Workmen that need not be aſhamed, rightly 
% dividing the Word of Truth. Preach not your ſelves, but 
« CHRIST JESUS the LORD; and your ſelves the Seryants 
« of Souls for JESUS ſake. ' | | 

« ADMINISTER the Sacraments of the New Teſtament, as 
« wiſe and good Stewards of thoſe beavenly Myſteries, Im 
« partially diſpenſe the Diſcipline of the Goſpel, putting a 
% Difterence between the Holy and profane. Watch for Souls 
as thoſe that muſt give an Account. Seek that which is loft, 
„ bind that which is broken, ftrengthen that which is ſick. 

„WATCH in all things, endure Afftictions, do the Work 
« of Evangeliſts, make full Proof of your Miniftry. Be blame- 
* leſs, be ſober, be vigilant, and of good Behaviour. Be Examples 
« to Believers in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, 
© in Faith, in Purity, Flee youthful and worldly Luſts; from 
* which if a Man purge Himſelf, and follow after Righteouſ- 


* neſs, Faith, Charity, Peace, with all that call on the LORD 


*< ont of a pure Heart, He ſhall be a Veſſel of Honour ſane- 
3: tified 1 meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepared unto e- 
very good Work. : | 

* As Men of GOD follow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, 
* Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs Them that Sin rebuke 


© before all, that others may fear. Lay hands ſuddenly on 


* no Van, neither be partakers of other Mens Sins; keep 
your ſelves pure. f 

« BE ye not aſhamed of the Teſtimony of the LORD, nor 
aof the Poor to whom you are ſent ; but labour in the Word 
% and Dog tine, that they may be Evangelized by your Tra- 
% vels among them; and you ſhall be accounted worthy'of 
„double Honcur. | Be ye Partakers of the Afflictions of the 
& Goſpel according .to the Power of GOD ; for the LORD 
& hath not given us the Spirit of Fear, but of Power and of 
«© Love and of a ſound Mind. | 


© BE ftrong in the Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS: 
„% Endure Hardnels as good Soldiers ir his Cauſe ; endure all 
things for the ſake of the Ele, that they may obtain Salva- 
3 . tion 


-- The CHARGE. 37 


tion which is in Him with Eternal Glory, It is a faithful 
. © Saying, that if we be dead with Him we ſhall live with 
_ © Him, if we ſuffer with Him we ſhall reign with Him, if 
dc e deny Him, He will deny us. | 
* INSTRUCT thoſe that eppoſe themſelves, if GOD per- 
© adventure will give them Repentance unto the Acknow- 
« ledgement of the Truth; that they may rec over themſelves 
cout of the Snare of the Devil. Continue ye in the Things 
*« which you have learned and been aſſured of, knowing from 
** whence you have received them; and that from yourChild- 
© hood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 
** to mike you wile unto Salvation; to perfect the Man of 
« GOD, and throughly to furniſh him unto every good Word 
« and Work. Be ye therefore ſteadfaſt, immoveable and 
«© always abounding in the Work of the LORD, as knowing 
„that your Labour ſhall not be in vain in the LORD. 
We give you Charge, each of You, in the ſight of GOD, 
% whoquickneth all things, and before JESUS CHRIST, 
„ who befqre Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that 
you obſerve theſe Things and keep this His Commandment 
** without Spot, unrebukable, until his Appearing and Kings 
„ dom. And the LORD ſtand by you and ſtrengthen you, 
* that by you the Heathen may hear and believe! the Lozp 
* deliver you from every evil Work, from wicked and un- 
«© reaſonable Men, and preſerve you to his heavenly King- 
* dom! To HIM be Glory for Ever! Amen. 


The Charge was followed with a ſhort Prayer for the En- 
largement of the Ningdm of CHRIST thro' the whole Earth > 
And Thanksgiving was render'd to GOD for bringing our Fa- 
thers into this Wilderneſs to plant the Goſpel here; and for 
Wiſdom and largeneſs of Heart given Them to lay thoſe Foun- 
dations for Religion and Learning, which GOD has been plea- 
fed to own and bleſs un:o this Day. — 
In particular, Glery was given to GOD for all that ou 
Fathers did in their Day toward Goſpelizing the Heathen, and 
Shame was taken to our ſelves that no more had heen done 
n ours. 
The Engliſh and Indian Teachers, who are entred into the 
Labours of our Fat bers, were commended to the ſpecial Grace 
| of our LORD JESUS, and the Perſons now ordained in their 
Miſſion to the more diftant Tribes or Clans; That the 
| © Hand of the LORD may be with them, and their Hands 
d *© be made ftrong by the mighty GOD of Jacob! that they 
« may ſee of the Travel of tke Soul of CHRIST in a glo- 
© rious Succeſs! that the miſerable Natives may be relcu'd 
« from the Deluſions of Paganiſm and Popery, and from the 
Love of Strong Drink, the Sin that eaſily beſets them, and 
dtowns em in Perdition. 


36 Heads of Prayer after the Charge. 

THE ſpecial Bleſſings of Providence were ask'd on the 
Honourable Society in Scotland, and on the like in England and 
other Places, for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, That 
* Grace, Mercy and Peace may be multiplied to them! and 
they that ſow and thoſe that reap may rejoyce together. 

THE living GOD was alſo bleſs'd for the Dead that die in 
#he LORD, reſt from their Labours and their Works follow them; 
and the particular Legacy, the Foundation of the preſent 
Miſſion was humbly preſented before the LORD; as be- 
queathed to His Glory, and the Salvation of Souls periſhing 
in Ignorance of Him. 

HE Direction of GOD was alſo ask'd for the Cohmiſſio- 
ners at all Times, and a gracious Diſmiſhon from the Houſe 
of GOD to the Afrmbly; That both Minifteys and People 
might carry away the Bleſſing, with Forgiveneſs of the Sins 
of Holy Duties. 

THE Reverend Mr. Prince, was then declared choſenby 
the VJenerable Council to give the Right Hand of Fellowſhip in 
their Name. Who did it with the following Speech. 


Right Hand of Fellowſhip. 


Ti HANDS OF THE PRESBYTER Yhaving thus been 
laid wpon the Perſons now ordained to the Goſpel Mini- 
firy; 1am appointed by the Eccleſiaſtical Council here 
conveened, to Give Them the RicuT HAN DPO FxLLoOwW- 
SHIP. But inaſmuch as the Ordination of this kind of Officers, 
bas been very rare, and may therefore ſeem to be new among 
ws ; It may be requiſite to prevent Objections, and convince you 
the Warrantablencſs g thoſe Proceedings, that I Firſt lay before 
you the ScxipTUrRs GaounDs upon which we go: and if you 
pleaſe to allow me a little Patience; I doubt not but ſoon to ſa 
tisfy you, both that Thele are proper Scx1yTuRE Ori ES. and 
that in this affair, we rather aft in a more preciſe Conformity to 
the ScrxiPTUzE INSTANCES both of Liying on of Hands and of 
Giving the Right Hand of Fellowſhip, than in other Ordina- 
tions. | 
For, if we review the Sate of Mankind at our Bleſſed SA- 
VIOUR's Aſcention; we ſhall ſee that almoſt the whole 
World were periſhing in Ignorance of the Way of Salvation, and 
under the deluding Power of Satan, who led them captive at 
his deſtruQive Pleaſure, To redeem them from this wrerched 
Ignorance and Bondage, our Bleſſed SAVIOUR ſet up his 
Spiritual KINGDOM among them: And this Kingdom was 
(1) to be extended ro Thoſe who knew Him not; and (2) to 
de continued among Thoſe who were brought to know and 
embrace Him, 


In the Propagation therefore of this Kinedom, there were 
theſe Two things to be done, that it might be thus extended 
and continued: (1) The Goſpel muſt be Preached among the 
Ianorant, both Fews and Gentiles ; that they might be turned 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan to Gop, 
and ſo receive the Forgiveneſs of their Sins and an Inhe- 
ritance among the Santtified through Faith in CHRIST: 
(2) Theſe enlightned Converts were to be gathered into Par- 
ticular Congregations or Churches, for their own further Edifi- 
cation and Perſeverance, and the more ſure Tranſmiſhon of 
this happy Kingdom to their Succeflors. 

Whoever 


- - - - = — _ 
e ˙ ü , OY 9 Ce 


OE —— Dey — — 


maintain'd 


38 The Right Hand of Fellowship. 

Whoever therefore are now able to lay aſide their Pre- 
poſſeſſions for the particular Schemes they have aſſumed, and 
with an impartial and attentive Mind, ſearch into the New 
Teftament Writings, will doubtleſs ſee; That agreeable to 
this State of the World and theſe Two great Ends of our 
SAVIOUR's Kingdom, there were Two ſorts of Officers em- 
ployed in the primitive Age of Chriſtianity : (1) The Buſineſs 
of SOME was to go forth and Preach the Goſpel among the 
Ignorant, both Fews and Gentiles, to Baptize them upon their 
embracing it, and Gather them into Churches, to begin the Ad- 
miniſtration of the other Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, and 
ſee a ſuitable number of ſtated Officers engaged in the Care of 
them, for their further Edification and g (2) 
The Buſineſs of the OTHER. fort of Officers, was there- 
fore to take the ſtated Charge 'of the particular Churches 
thus gathered and ſettled, 


f the former ſort of Officers were the APOSTLES, and 
EVANGELISTS : of the latter ſort were the BISHOPS, that 
is, in the plain, ancient ſenſe of the Word, the OVER. 
SEERS or ELDERS of particular Churches, who were to 
take the Charge of the Spirit nal Part; beſides the DEA: 
CONS, who were to take the Charge of the Secular. 


The peculiar Character of the Twelve APOSTLES, was 
to be the Eye-witneſſes of a Rifen JESUS *, which They 
had a Power to prove by working Miracles. And their 
great Buſineſs was to Go forth into all Nations Þ, to Preach, 
Convert, Baptize, to gather them into Churches, and ſee 
well qualified Overſees or Elders placed in them for their far- 
ther Edification, Safety and Continuance. ' | 


But inaſmuch as it was impoſſi ble, that Twelve Men ſhould 
be ſufficient to Preach the Goſpel and Gather Churches in 
every Town or City of every Country; therefore both the 
Neceſſity of Mankind and the Kingdom of CHRIST required, 
that Others duly qualified, ſhould be added to them, in their 

treat Buſineſs of the Propagation of the Goſpel' among the 
388 and for this End therefore, were employed Others; 
who wete diltinguiſhed from them by the Nome of EVAN- 
GELISTS. | ts 3 


By which Name was meant in thoſe ancient Times, not 
only the Writers of the Goſpels, to which the Modera Ages have 
reſtrain'd the common Uſe and Meaning of the Word. As 
indeed the Modern Ages have wonderfully chang'd the an- 
cient Seuſe of ſome other Scripture- Terms, in order to ſup- 
port their Ten Conſtitutions, which could not be 
rom Scripture other wiſe. gs, = 


| * Aﬀs i. 21, 22: Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 


' But by EVANGELISTS were eſpeciall meant, that fort 2 
Spiritual Officers, whoſe Buſineſs was the 4 with the general 
Part of the APOSTLES Office ; viz. the EVANGELIZING the 
Fewvs and Gentiles ; i, e. the Preaching of the Goſpel to them, 
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the labouring by all proper means for their Converſion, Gather. 


ing Churches among them, and the Committing the Care of thof; 
gathered Churches to well qualified Overſeers or Elders. ofe 


Such an EVANGELIST was not only MARK, the Writer 
of the Goſpel that bears his Name; who was a Preacher of the 


Goſpel alſo among the Gentiles ; as both the New Teſtament 
+ and Zuſebius have inform'd us. | 4 


But ſach an EVANGELIST was PHILIP likewiſe :: Who 


was at firſt one of the ſeven Deacons choſen by the Brethren of 


the Church at 9 to take Care of the Pooy : But up- 
on that Church being diſperſed by the Perſecution at the Death 
of Stephen; there "_ no further occaſion for his attending 
his Deacon's Office, and being full of the Holy Ghoſt and du- 


ly qualified; He becomes an EVANGELIST: and ſuch 4 


ene He is expreſly called, Ac, xxi. 8. 


Such EVANGELISTS were great NUMBERS OF OTHERS © 


of that Church alſo ; who were by the ſame Perſecution diſper- 
ſed abroad: as we read in Act. viii: 1. At that time there was 
4 great Perſecution againſt the Church cubich <vas at Jeruſalem: 
and they were all Scattered abroad, throughout the Regions of Ju- 


dea and Samaria, exceyt the APOSTLES : ver. 4. Therefere | 


They that were Scattered abroad, went every where Preachin 
the Word: and ver. 5. Then PHILIP went down to the City + 


Samaria, and Preached CHRIST unto tbem. For that this was 


not Philip of the twelve Apoſtles, but the ſame that was before 
the Diſperſion, a Deacon, is plain, by compating the vi, viii, 
& xxi. Chapters of the As together. 


Such an EVANGELIST was TIMOTHY, as appears moft plain- 
ly from a great Number of Scripture Paſſages concerning Him; 
wherein we find that He went about and Preached the Goſpel 
both to the Epheſians and Coloſſians in ASIA, and to the The, 
ſalonians and Corinthians in EUR OPE. Ard in the ſecond Epiſtle 
toHim, the Apoſtle Paul exhorts Him, To PREACHTHEWORD, 
to be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, to Reprove, Rebuke, Ex hort 
with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine: Chap. iv, 2. and in ver. 5. 


+ Act xii. 25. XV. 37y — 39. Col. iv. 10, Philem, 24- 
| That they were choſen and ordain'd to Take care of the Poor; 
both the HOLY SCRIPTURES inform us, Acts vi, 1,---6, 


and EUSEBIUS al;o expreſly aſſures us, in bis Eccl. Hiſt. 


Book III. Chap. 29+ 


To 
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To Watch in all things, to DO THE WORK OF AN EVANCR- 
LIST, and (TAngopopnory ) make full Proof of, or fulfil bis Mini- 


ch an EVANGELIST was TITUS : as fully appears from 
4 Cor. viii. 6, 33. Gal. ii. 3. 2 Tim. iv, 10. and from the Epi- 
fle of the ſame: Jpoftle to Him, compared together. 


In ſhort, ſtich EVANGELTSTS were BARNABAS and SI- 
LAS. APOLLOS and SYLVANUS ; as, appears from fo many 
Scriptures as the Time will not allow me ro mention: and "tis 
likely MANY OTHERS named in the New Teſtament, whom 
the Apofile PA.UL calls bis FELLOW-LABOURERS -»- had 
we Leiſure to enquire into their Hiſtory. 


Agreeable to this, the ſame Apoſtle, ſpeaking of our Blefied 


SAVIOUR, fays Eph. iv. 8, --- 12. When he aſcended upyen 


High, He led Captivity Captive, and gave Gifts to Men + and be 


gabe ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome EVANGE- 


LISTS, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the Perfefting of 
the Saints, (i. e. the compleating their NUMBER * ) for the 


Mork of the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Body of CHRIST. 


And agreeable to all this alfo, Zuſebius not only calls 
MARK , but alſo THADDEUS &, an EVANGELIST ; be- 
cauſe they Preached the Goſpel among the Heathen, Yea, in 
the ſame Places, He calls them APOSTLES ; for which He 
had given the Reaſon in Book I. Chap. 12. Where He tells us, 
that, MANY beſides the twelve APOSTLES, vere call'd APOS- 
TLES ( za7a wwunoay ) by way of IMITATION. 4. e. Becauſe, 


like the Apoftles, They went about, Preaching the Goſpel to 


diverſe People, Converting them to the Faith of CHRIST, 
and Gathering them into Churches. | | 


In Book II. Chap. 3. He has theſe remarkable Paſſages — 
Thus by the Co-operation of the Divine Power, the comfor- 
table Word of GOD, like the Beams of the Sun, on a ſud- 
den enlightned the whole World: and preſently agreeable to 
the Divine Scriptures, the Sound of the Heavenly EVANGE- 
LISTS and APOSTLES, went out into all Lands, and their Words 
© to the Ends of the Earth: and ina ſhort time, throughout ALL 
< CITIES and VILLAGES, there were CHURCHES gathered; 
© which like a Threſhing Floor fill'd with Corn, were throng'd 
* with infinite Multitudes. And in Book III. Chap. 37. He ſays, 
© that, MANY OTHERS were alſo famous at that Time, having 
© obtain'd the firſt! Place among the SUCCESSORS of the 


* Jo Vatablus in Pol. Synep/. 
+ Eccl. Hift. Book II. Chap. 16, & 24. 
+ Book I, Chap. 13, & Book II. Chap, 1. 


APOSTLES, : 


— — 
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* APOSTLES --- Promoting greatly the Doctrine of the Go® 
© ſpel, and Scattering the Salutary Seed of the Kingdom of 
© Heaven, at large over the whole World --= Travelling abroad 
they perform'd the Work of EVANGELISTS to thoſe who 
©* as yet had not heard the Word of Faith --- And theſe Per- 
© ſons having only laid the Foundation of Faith in remote and bar- 
4 barons Places, and CONSTITUTED other PASTORS, com- 
© mitted to them the Culture of thoſe they had ( armies )late- 
© IyFiritrod ae?d to the Faith, departed again to otber Regions and 
« Nations * And in the cloſe of the Chapter --- © It being im- 
4 poſſible to recount by Name, all Thoſe, who in the Firf 
« SUCCESSION of the APOSTLES, were PASTORS or E- 
« YANGELISTS in the Churches throughout the Werld; 


By PASTORS He plainly means the fated Overſeers or El- 
ders of the Churches gathered : and by EVANGELISTS; 
Thoſe who Firft Evangeliz'd and gathered them into Churches, 


Not but that the One ſott of Officers might be changed ins 
to the Other, as the Occaſion of the Kingdom of CHRIST re- 
uited. For the KINGDOM of CHRIST could not be made 
Gr theſe Officers, but They for this KINGDOM: and therefore 
juſt according to the Demands of this Kingdom, They might 
— ſet up, remov d, or continued in one Place or other, or re- 
ciprocally change their Offices. Thus, upon the Diſperſion of 
particular Churches, or other weighty Occaſions, whereby the 
Kingdom of CHRIST might be the more advanced, the ftated 
Paſtors of thoſe Churches — * become Evangelifts, to Preach : 
the Goſpel and gather Churches in other Places. Ard fo, the 
Evangeliſts, thro* Age, Infirmity, or the weighty Occaſions of 
particular Churches, might become the fated Paſtors of one 
ef the Churches They had Gathered, or of any other; 


From all theſe Premiſes, we may fairly draw theſe thres 
 CORROLARIES -»- 


(1) That 'tis therefore a great Miſtake, which the Genera- 
lity ot Learned Men have inadvertently fallen into; in ſwppo= 
ſing that EVANGELISTS, or Miniſters to Preach the Goſpel 
and gather Churches among the Heathen, were an extraordina«s 
ry ſort of Officers, peculiar to the Primitive Ages. 


Q — — _ 


4 I rather render it [ lately J and not I perfectly] a: the 
Engliſh Tranſlation of Valeſius's Euſebius bas it, <vbich I 
otherwiſe chuſe to keep to. And Valeſius mort agrecably reu- 
ders it, tho' varies the Phraſe into [ Novellz Plantatio- 


nis | 6. e. the Culture [ of the New Plantation | departed 
gain, &e. | 
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They were extraordinary Men indeed in thoſe ancient Times, 
and had extraordinary Gifts: and fo had the the DEACONS 
alſo, as thoſe Times required, But as meer Cuange li ſts, They 
were no otherwiſe extraordinary than the Occaſions of their Of- 
fice. That is, ſo long Time as there are Heatbens to be E- 
vangelized, to be Converted to the Chriſtian Faith, to be 
Baptiz'd and gathered into Churches ; ſo long do both the 
Kingdem of CHRIST and Neceſſities of Men require the Office 
as well as in the primitive Times; and fo long dn they call 
aloud for Perſons duly qualified and ſpirited ro be engaged in 


it, until all the Nations are Converted and gathered into Chur- 


ches: and then indeed the Evd of their Office ceaſing, the 
ce will therefore fail, and no other Spiritual Officers ro- 
main but the Stated Paſtors of particular Churches. 


And the contrary narrow Conception, laying afide thoſe Evange- 
lical Officers and confining the Chriſtian Miniſtry to the Paſtors 
or Elders of Particular Churches, has not only a plain natural 
Tendency to hinder ; but has alſo doubtlefs 1 a principal 
Mean of hindering the Propagation of the Goſpel thro' ws | 
World. To this it ſeems ina great meaſure owing, that the 
Religion of CHRIST has not made a much farther Progrefs in 
the Eaſtern Hemiſphere, than it had about 1400 Years ago, in the 
Days of CONSTANTINE the Great, Whereas had this Order 
of Miniſters, from thoſe ancient Times been conſtantly kept up 
and emitted among the Heathew Nations; by the common 
Bleſſing of Heaven, it ſeems to be likely, that all the Ends of 
the Eaxth, in a far more extenſive Senſe than Euſebius is to be 
taken, bad long before now been Evargeliz'd, and happily ſeen 
the Salvation of GOD, | 


Nor can I imagine, that the Reformed and famous Churches, 
either of FRANCE or SCOTLAND ever intended to militate 
this ſort of Officers thus deſcribed : For tho* They dilcounte- 
nance a Vagous Miniftry *; I preſume they only mean in 
theſe Parts of the World, where the People are Chriftianized and 
Churches gathered. | 


(2) From hence we likewiſe plainly ſee, that EVANGE- 
LISTS, or Preachers of the Goſpel and Gatherers of Churches 
amon? the Heathen, are much more properly and ſtrictly, the 
SUCCESSORS of the APOSTLES, than the fated Biſhops or 
Elders of parli ular Churches: the Office of the former mach 
1 reſembling that of the APOSTLES, than the Office of 
the latter. 


* See Quick's Synodicon, & Steuart's Colleft ien. 
(3) And 


— 


| | 
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(3) And Laſtly, Theſe EVANGELISTS thus Preaching 
among the Heathen, Converting and Baptizing them, Ga- 
thering them into Churches and then Conftituting ftated Bi- 
ſhops or Elders over them; They, the Evangelifts, cannot 
therefore po ſſibly be an Inferior Order of Officers to thoſe 
Stated Biſhops or Elders whom thus They ſet over the 
Churches They have converted and gathered. Tho? their 
Ordaining ſuch Biſbops or Elders will on the other hand no 
more infer a Superiority in the Evangelifts; than one Statef 
Biſhop of a Church ordaining another Biſbop, will infer a Su- 
periority in the Ordai ner. 


And for your farther Satisfaction in the ſtrict Propriety 
of Laying our Hands upon, and Giving the Right-hand of Fel. 


| towſhip to ſuch 7 of Officers as have been now ordained ; I 
ſhall only obſerve theſe Two things 


(1) That they were ſuch ſort of Officers, upon whom 
HANDS WERE LAID in the primitive Times, when they 
vere ſeparated to this peculiar Service. 


Thus we read of BARNABAS an EVANGELIST, as 
well as of PAUL an APOSTLE, in Ads xiii. 1,---3. Now 
there were in the Church that was at Antioch, certain Prophets 
and Teachers---as they miniſtred to the LORD, and faſted, the 
HOLY GHOST ſaid, SEPARATE me BARNABAS and SAUL 
for the Work wheveto I have called them ;, and when they had faſted 
and prayed, and LAID THEIR HANDS on them, they ſent 
them away. And ſo were the Hands of the Presbytery laid on 
TIMOTHY, another EVANGELIST, when the Gift of 
Preaching the Goſpel, which was at firſt among the eus or 
Hegthen, was communicated to Him, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 


(2) That they were alſo ſuch ſort of Officers, to whom the 
Apoſtles at Feruſalem gave the RIGHT HAND OF FELLOW» 
SHIP ; when they were going ro Preach among the Heathen. 
So the Apoſtle Paul himſelf aſſures us, in Gal. iii · 9. And 
when JAMES, CEPHAS and JOHN, who ſeemed to be PIL- 
LARS, perceived the Grace that was given to ME ; they gave, 
te ME and BARNABAS the RIGHT HAND of FELLO We 
SHIP; #hat WE ſbould go to the HEATHEN, Sec. 


And thus we ſee that the Scripture Inftances both of Impo- 
| Giion of Hands and giving the R. bt Hand of Fellowſbip, are 
Frſtiy in Favour of Such ſort of Officers; and are by Inference 
or Imitation only, applied to Others, 
3 FE 0 G3 But 
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But how extremely agreeable is the laft mention d primitive 
INSTANCE, to the Caſe before us! 


For beſides, that thoſe Five Miniſters were then at JERU- 
SALEM, the Seat of the principal Chriſtian Church in that 
Age and Part of the World; from whence were Miniſters 
ſeat continually to preach the Goſpel and gather Churches 
in all the Coyatries round about: What I would chiefly 
obſerve is --- (1) That this wag done upon their Perceiving 
the GRACE of GOD given to Paul as well as Barnabas --- 
i. e. not only the Miniſterial Gifts and Graces of the HQLY 
SPIRIT, but alſo their evident Call of GOD to engage in 
this Office, and their unqueſtionable Inveſtiture therein. 
(2) That this was done at the Parting of theſe Chriſtian 
Miniſters; viz. Paul and Barnabas, to go out of Feruſalen 
among the GENTILES, while the Ozher Miniſters were to 
continue to Preach among the Fews. (3) That tho they 
were all inveſted _— with the Miniſterial Office; yet 
now at their Parting, Thoſe who were Prior in the Miniſtry 
and ſeem'd to be PILLARS ; 4. e. were ſo conſpicuous in tho 
Chriſtian Church, as they were every where known and 

wn'd as Miniſters of CHRIST, and were alſo to remain 
among the Fows, if not in or near Feruſalem --- were thought 
molt proper to Give the Right Hand of Fellowſbip to Thoſe 
who were going to a greater Diſtance and among another 
TL: DIR | 


And from thefe Obfervables we may now eaſily collect 
he ſiogular INTENTION of theſe wile and inſpired Mini- 
ker in this Significant Action. For no doubt They meant 
thereby (1) To teſtify their Approbation of them as true 
Miniſters of CHRIST, both duly qualified for this Sacred 
Office, rightly called to it, and inveſted and employed in 
it; that all might on them as ſuch, and none diſpute their 
Miniſterial Power. (2) To ſignify, that tho* they were 
now to Part; yet They were #11 United in the moſt firm Afﬀ- 
fection and in the me Deſign, embarqued in the ſame 
Holy Cauſe ot CHRIST, and were to Propagate the ſame 
pure Religion in different Places. (3) To ſignify their con- 
tinued Concern for each other, with their hearty Readineſs 
and Reſolution to aſſiſt each other, both by conſtant Pray- 
ers, Advices and Endeavours, as there might be Occaſion. 
(4) And laſtly, to expreſs therewith, their earneſt Recom- 
mendation ot T hem to the Providence and Grace of GOD, 
that they might be greatly aſſiſted and proſpered ia their 
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& Jn Imitation of theſe agreeable EXAMPLES, in the 


midſt of this Metropolis, at the Deſire and in the Name 
of the Paſtors and Delegates.df the Churches here Cons 
veened, and in the Sight of this great Aſſembly, * 


I Do therefore, 


Dear and Reverend Brethren! 


© At your Parting from us, to carry the Goſpel among 
the Heathen, now Give you heartily the RIGHT HAND OF 
FELLOWSHIP.--- Aad it is to Signiſy ---- Our Approba- 
tion of You as true 2 of CHRIST; furniſhed for 
this Sacred Office, rightly called to it, and fully inveſted 
in all the Powers and Authorities of it, wherever the 
Affairs of His Kingdom may call yon, and now eſpecially 
for the Propagation, of it among the Zeather': ---- That 
we account you ſtill co be United with us in the ſame Ge- 
neral and great Deſign and Intereſt of our common LORD ; 
to carry on that happy Kingdom in the World, which con- 
ſi ſteth not in carnal Ordinances impos'd on Men, but in 
Righteouſneſs and Peace and the Foy of the HOLY GHOST: 
That we ſhall be continually concerned for You, mindful 
of You ia Prayer, and be ready to aſſiſt You as Occaſion 
requires. And finally, We commend You to the GRACE 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST: That He would fill 
You with His SPIRIT : Inſpire You with Light and 
Zeal; ſupply You with Faith and Patience, Courage, 
Wiſdom, Self-Denial, Meekneſs, and Humility ; Touch 
Youfwith the moſt tender and condeſcending Pity for thoſe 
wretched Natives; Excite You to Your Duty, guide You 
in your Work, defend You from every Evil, ſupport 
and comfort You in all Your Trials; and proſper Your 
Endeavours for the Advancement of the Xingdom of our 
Bleſſed LORD, in the Salvation of many Sinners periſh» 
ing in Ignorance and Wickedneſs. 


« May Your Eyes be always to Him, Your Dependence 
always on Him, and His mighty Grace be ſufficient for 
You, May Yon from Him give Light to them that fir 
in Darkneſs and in the Regions of the Shadow of Death, 
to guide their Feet into the Way of Eternal Peace and 
Bleſſedneſs: May you faithfully diſcharge the Office of 


the EVANGELIST of CHRIST among them; and from 


* * 
-- 


Preaching the Glad Tidings of Salvation to them on Earth, 


1 * | 
We” may 
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« may You at length aſcend the World above, and carry 
« the News of their Converſion thither ; to heighten the 
« Toy of the Heavenly Hoſts, and increaſe the Praiſe of our 
« Great REDEEMER. Amen. 


N. B. The Right-hand of Fellowſhip being thus Given; the 
Sixty ſeventh Pſalm was Sung, and the Rev. Mo- 


derator diſmiſs'd the Aſſembly with the uſual Bleſſing. 
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